Standard 6:

Indoor/Outdoor Environment

and Health and Safety

The Center Maintains a Safe and Healthy 

Environment that Supports Student Learning. 

CRITERION 

The building, grounds and equipment provide a developmentally appropriate environment in which young children work, play, explore and learn. These contribute important ways of optimum quality teaching and learning.

     If the early childhood facility is shared with other congregational programs, it is important that guidelines are carefully developed between the various users of the building.

Documentation for meeting this criterion:
1. What long-range plans do you have for development of the early childhood facility?  

· Explore the feasibility of expanding the program and facility to include infant and toddler ministry care. (conceptual drawings available upon request)
· To modernize the ECDC classrooms. ( sink, cabinetry, floor coverings)
· Obtain more equipment to enhance our gross motor room.

· Obtain more developmentally appropriate, attractive, and stimulating equipment for the outdoor play area. 

· To resurface both the pea rock and grass outdoor play areas.

· Provide adequate student base for double tracking in K-8. This will require additional classroom space which is included in the RCLS concept drawings.
2. Describe how the indoor and outdoor facility is made secure against strangers.

The school’s main  doors are visible to the office and are the only doors at the school that are not locked during the day. People entering the school are to check into the office prior being shown to the classroom. Only approved persons can remove a child from the center. Upon enrollment parents are asked for a list of any persons permitted to pick up their child(ren). Names can be added only by a parent/legal guardian. Persons who are unknown to staff and are picking up a child will be asked to provide identification. All ECDC classrooms have windows that are screened, have locks and blinds that can be closed. All interior doors have locks and the window space can see in. The outdoor play yard is fenced and a staff person is visible at all times. ECDC children are within sight of a Teacher, Aide and/or specific approved person at all times. In an effort to be proactive, the school is researching the cost of installing a buzzer for admittance into the school. Security cameras are also something that the school would like to install. 
3.
Provide a floor plan of the early childhood facility, including outdoor and indoor 


areas and square footage of each classroom with number of children normally in it. (attached)
4. Attach the emergency procedure plans for fire, earthquake, floods, etc. (attached)

5.  Document support group for the care and maintenance at the center. (attached)
6.
Give daily, weekly and monthly maintenance plan. (attached)
7.
Provide written policy on dispensing and storage of children’s medication. (attached)
Required Indicator of Success:

Indicate whether or not the school meets the required indicator of success by circling Yes or No.  

YES     NO
*6:01
The center complies with all federal, state, local building, health, safety, and 




disaster preparedness requirements. We are a licensed center through the State of Minnesota and therefore meet all safety codes, adhere to disaster preparedness requirements and have passed inspection by the State Fire Marshal. 
General Indicators of Success:

General Indicators of Success help the school quantify its compliance with the Required Standard. Evaluate your school’s compliance with each General Indicator of Success using the criterion defined below. In the “Comments” section related to that indicator, specify how your school falls short of full compliance for any indicator marked less than “Met in Full.”

Met in Full—The indicator of success has been completely accomplished by the school. It is verifiable through evidence and documentation.

Mostly Met—The indicator of success has been partially accomplished by the school. Documentation and evidence regularly indicate that the school is well on the way toward full accomplishment of the indicator.

Rarely Met—This indicator rarely occurs in the school and evidence and documentation for compliance are minimally present.  

Not Presently Met—There has been no progress by the school toward the accomplishment of this indicator of success.

Evaluate the level of implementation for each of the General Indicators of Success, total your points, and explain your responses in the comment section.

6:02
The physical environment reflects the Christian philosophy of the program to the community.    


X Met in Full (3)    ___Mostly Met (2)   ___Rarely Met (1)   ___Not Presently Met (0)         _3____

COMMENTS:   Present in the form of..
· Bulletin Boards

· Room décor

· Art work

· Alters

· Posted mission statement

6:03
Buildings, grounds and equipment are safe, clean, attractive and developmentally appropriate for the age and number of young children.   


X Met in Full (3)    ___Mostly Met (2)   ___Rarely Met (1)   ___Not Presently Met (0)         __3___

COMMENTS: The ECDC program performs the following…

· Utilizes child-sized equipment

· Performs safety checks

· Cleans and disinfects daily

· Removes broken or developmentally inappropriate toys 

6:04
Cushioning (mats, pea gravel, sand, wood chips) material exists under climbing equipment, swings, and slides.   


___Met in Full (3)   X Mostly Met (2)   ___Rarely Met (1)   ___Not Presently Met (0)         _2___

COMMENTS: We currently have Pea gravel under the outdoor climbing equipment. This does not currently meet code; however, the ECDC program will be in compliance by the end of March 2012.  The indoor gross motor rooms have mats under the climbing equipment.

6:05
The outdoor play area and equipment are in good repair with no hazardous items. This includes sandboxes that are covered when not in use and trash removed.      


___Met in Full (3)   X Mostly Met (2)   ___Rarely Met (1)   ___Not Presently Met (0)         __2___

COMMENTS: Hazardous items are kept out of the play area. The Sandbox has had no incident of contamination, although they are currently not covered.

6:06
The outdoor area contains shade as well as a variety of surfaces.


___Met in Full (3)    X Mostly Met (2)   ___Rarely Met (1)   ___Not Presently Met (0)         __2___

COMMENTS: The outdoor play area features:

· Grass

· Pea gravel

· Sand

· Cement

· Shade in general is limited

6:07
Furniture and equipment is age-appropriate, sturdy and safe.  


X Met in Full (3)    ___Mostly Met (2)   ___Rarely Met (1)   ___Not Presently Met (0)         __3___

COMMENTS: Follows State of Minnesota standards. Daily room safety checks are performed. 
6:08
All staff wash their hands often with liquid soap and running water, when starting work, before eating, preparing or serving food, after diapering, handling body fluids, administering medications, or holding animals.

X Met in Full (3)    ___Mostly Met (2)   ___Rarely Met (1)   ___Not Presently Met (0)         __3___

COMMENTS:  Staff has access in all classrooms to soap, water and hand sanitizer, which they use throughout their class time.

6:09
All staff wears disposable protective gloves when coming in contact with toileting, injury and illness.


X Met in Full (3)    ___Mostly Met (2)   ___Rarely Met (1)   ___Not Presently Met (0)         __3___


COMMENTS: As part of the Blood borne-pathogens & communicable disease video staff is shown correct glove usage. Gloves are provided in first aid bag in each room and in the school office.

6:10
Toilets, drinking water, and hand-washing facilities are easily accessible to children.


X Met in Full (3)    ___Mostly Met (2)   ___Rarely Met (1)   ___Not Presently Met (0)         __3___

COMMENTS: .  Drinking fountains are located in two classrooms and hallway. Bathroom located in preschool room, Pre-Kindergarten uses hallway restroom. Sinks are located in all classrooms and indoor activity room.

6:11
All children wash hands using liquid soap and running water:


_X_
Before eating


_X__
Before playing in the water table 


 _X_
After toileting or diapering 


_X__
After touching or feeding animals 


_X__
After outdoor activities


_X_
After playing in sand


_X__
After sneezing and/or coughing

_X__Met in Full (3)    ___Mostly Met (2)   ___Rarely Met (1)   ___Not Presently Met (0)         __3___

COMMENTS:  Rules for good hygiene are taught and practiced by the children and modeled by the staff.

6:12
The learning environment is kept clean and safe as children use the facility. This means toys


picked up, tables and floors cleaned after meals, etc.

X Met in Full (3)    ___Mostly Met (2)   ___Rarely Met (1)   ___Not Presently Met (0)         __3___

COMMENTS: Food is eaten in cafeteria. Daily safety checks are performed and rooms are cleaned of trash, and toys (misc.) picked up. 

6:13
All rooms are well lit, ventilated and the temperature is comfortable.

___Met in Full (3)   X Mostly Met (2)   ___Rarely Met (1)   ___Not Presently Met (0)         ___2__


COMMENTS: Classrooms all have windows with appropriate screens that are in working order and are supplied with fans. Currently there is no central air-conditioning system in place. 

6:14
A print-rich environment is provided to foster early literacy:


__x___
functional labeling


__x___
as a source of information; i.e., daily schedules, and alphabet, lunch menu


__x___
as a source of pleasure/recreation; i.e., books, newspapers, magazines,



posted poems, song charts


__x___
as a means of recording; i.e., science observations, reflective loop/



dictation, weather graphs


___x__
as a classroom writing center

_x__ Met in Full (3)    ___Mostly Met (2)   ___Rarely Met (1)   ___Not Presently Met (0)         __3___




COMMENTS: This is visible when walking into the classrooms.

6:15
There are learning centers for 2- to 5-year-olds indoors or outdoors that include:


__x___
prominent classroom worship center


__x___
housekeeping/dramatics


__x___
music/creative movement


__x___
art activities


__x___
block building


__x___
manipulative


__x___
science exploration


__x___
math exploration


__x___
reading/quiet corner


__x___
wheeled vehicles


__x___
sand/water play


__x___
running/climbing/crawling


__x___
solitary activities


__x___
ball play/group games


__x___
classroom writing center; i.e., assortment of paper, all kinds



of writing and illustration instruments, bookmaking materials

_x__ Met in Full (3)    ___Mostly Met (2)   ___Rarely Met (1)   ___Not Presently Met (0)         __3___

COMMENTS: The ECDC program is in accordance with the Minnesota State licensing requirements regarding learning centers.

6:16
A variety of well-kept materials are organized on low storage shelves to encourage independence of children. Materials are rotated frequently to promote learning and extend children’s play opportunities.

X Met in Full (3)    ___Mostly Met (2)   ___Rarely Met (1)   ___Not Presently Met (0)         __3___

COMMENTS:  Toys are accessible to children and rotated into classrooms dependent upon unit, season or curriculum topic.

6:17
The following are available:


__x___
Christian growth materials (books, audiovisual, props and puppets)


__x___
small muscle manipulatives (beads, puzzles, lacing)


__x___
large muscle manipulatives (beanbags, balls, balance beam)


__x___
art media (paint, scissors, markers)


__x___
music items (musical recordings, rhythm instruments)


__x___
drama and role play props (dress-up clothes, puppets, pots, pans)


__x___
science materials (plants, pets, shells)


__x___
math materials and manipulatives (number puzzles, cubes, games)


__x___
language and literary materials (children’s books, writing tools



and stencils)


_x__ Met in Full (3)    ___Mostly Met (2)   ___Rarely Met (1)   ___Not Presently Met (0)         __3___

COMMENTS: Meets current licensing standards.

6:18
Materials are developmentally appropriate and adequate in number to ensure choice and variety.  


X Met in Full (3)    ___Mostly Met (2)   ___Rarely Met (1)   ___Not Presently Met (0)         __3___

COMMENTS: ECDC Program exceeds current licensing standards. (see equipment chart)
6:19
Indoor space is provided for individual, small group, and large group activities.


X Met in Full (3)    ___Mostly Met (2)   ___Rarely Met (1)   ___Not Presently Met (0)         __3___

COMMENTS: These spaces are provided within each classroom.

6:20
Individual spaces are provided for children to store their personal belongings.



X Met in Full (3)    ___Mostly Met (2)   ___Rarely Met (1)   ___Not Presently Met (0)         __3___

COMMENTS: Lockers, cubbies or classroom bags are used.

6:21
Young children’s art is displayed at their eye level whenever possible.


_X__Met in Full (3)   ___ Mostly Met (2)   ___Rarely Met (1)   ___Not Presently Met (0)         __3___

COMMENTS: Art is placed on doors, hallways and in classroom. Although not always at eye-level, it is visible to children.

6:22
Napping equipment is sanitized regularly. Children’s bedding is stored individually and labeled for each student. Children’s beddings are laundered regularly.


X Met in Full (3)    ___Mostly Met (2)   ___Rarely Met (1)   ___Not Presently Met (0)         __3___

COMMENTS: Each child has their own numbered cot. Licensing requirements for sanitizing and laundering are met.  

6:23
Napping equipment is stored safely and appropriately.


X Met in Full (3)    ___Mostly Met (2)   ___Rarely Met (1)   ___Not Presently Met (0)         __3___

COMMENTS: Nap items are placed on labeled, stacked cots and stored in the large storage room.

6:24
Staff provides a restful environment during nap time.


X Met in Full (3)    ___Mostly Met (2)   ___Rarely Met (1)   ___Not Presently Met (0)         __3___

COMMENTS: Quiet dimmed room with music and ceiling fans.
6:25
First aid supplies are available in every classroom and in the outdoor area. The first aid kit’s location 


should be marked for easy identification. 


X Met in Full (3)    ___Mostly Met (2)   ___Rarely Met (1)   ___Not Presently Met (0)         __3___

COMMENTS: All classrooms have first aid bags which travel with the class.
6:26
Center meets OSHA requirements for blood-borne pathogen standards.


X Met in Full (3)    ___Mostly Met (2)   ___Rarely Met (1)   ___Not Presently Met (0)         __3___

COMMENTS: Staff is required to view OSHA video annually.

6:27
Disaster emergency drills are conducted regularly and recorded. Written plans are posted in 


each classroom.


X Met in Full (3)    ___Mostly Met (2)   ___Rarely Met (1)   ___Not Presently Met (0)         __3___

COMMENTS: Fire, Tornado and Blizzard procedures are posted in every classroom. Fire and Tornado drills are recorded in the ECDC log book.

6:28
All toxic materials are properly labeled, stored and away from children’s reach and sight.


_X__ Met in Full (3)  ___ Mostly Met (2)   ___Rarely Met (1)   ___Not Presently Met (0)         __3___

COMMENTS:  Stored in locked cupboards and are properly labeled.

6:29
Children are actively supervised, continually by staff members.


X Met in Full (3)    ___Mostly Met (2)   ___Rarely Met (1)   ___Not Presently Met (0)         __3___

COMMENTS: Follows state licensing rules, children must be supervised at all times. 


Staff to child ratio of 1:10 is always met.

6:30
Provision is made for safe arrival and departure of children.


X Met in Full (3)    ___Mostly Met (2)   ___Rarely Met (1)   ___Not Presently Met (0)         __3___

COMMENTS: Children must be dropped off and picked up in room by parent or approved person


on pick-up list.  Unknown adults are asked to provide identification. 

6:31
The facility is secure against strangers interacting with young children.


X Met in Full (3)    ___Mostly Met (2)   ___Rarely Met (1)   ___Not Presently Met (0)         __3___

COMMENTS: All visitors must check into the RCLS school office and all doors except the front office doors are kept locked. Children are always supervised. School has a lockdown procedure in place; all rooms have window coverings than could be closed for privacy.

6:32
The facility is a smoke-free environment.


X Met in Full (3)    ___Mostly Met (2)   ___Rarely Met (1)   ___Not Presently Met (0)         __3___


COMMENTS: The entire RCLS and ECDC campus is smoke-free.

6:33
Staff identifies and removes choking hazards for all children (including food).



X Met in Full (3)    ___Mostly Met (2)   ___Rarely Met (1)   ___Not Presently Met (0)         __3___

COMMENTS: Daily room check performed to repair/remove any loose/broken items, etc.

6:34
The program promotes good nutrition by educating and ensuring that students are provided with healthy snacks and lunch including celebrations.


X Met in Full (3)    ___Mostly Met (2)   ___Rarely Met (1)   ___Not Presently Met (0)         ___3__


COMMENTS: Teachers all discuss healthy nutrition options during class time, as applicable. All classroom celebrations are non-food. Cafeteria provides snacks and lunches (which follow State guidelines). All meals/snacks are served with milk. 

6:35
If the program provides food, the food is prepared, stored, and served in accordance with state and local health guidelines and regulations.


X Met in Full (3)    ___Mostly Met (2)   ___Rarely Met (1)   ___Not Presently Met (0)         __3___


COMMENTS: In compliance with state cafeteria regulations. 


6:36
The center has a written policy for the storage and dispensing of children’s medication and regularly implements its policy.


X Met in Full (3)    ___Mostly Met (2)   ___Rarely Met (1)   ___Not Presently Met (0)         __3___

COMMENTS: Medication forms must be completed by a parent. Medication is stored in the director’s office and dispensed by director or teacher. 
6:37
The staff is aware and takes measures to accommodate children’s allergies in the areas 


of environment, pets, food, and curriculum. 


X Met in Full (3)    ___Mostly Met (2)   ___Rarely Met (1)   ___Not Presently Met (0)         __3___

COMMENTS: Parents are asked about allergies upon enrollment. Written information is provided to parents and staff on an as needed basis. 
6:38
The facility ensures privacy for children when changing clothes.


X Met in Full (3)    ___Mostly Met (2)   ___Rarely Met (1)   ___Not Presently Met (0)         __3___

COMMENTS:  Children may change in bathroom stalls, preschool room bathroom, or nurses office bathroom. 

6:39
The facility has a written policy that is regularly implemented concerning children’s illness and communications of infectious diseases to others.


X Met in Full (3)    ___Mostly Met (2)   ___Rarely Met (1)   ___Not Presently Met (0)         __3___

COMMENTS: In accordance with school and licensing policies, the ECDC center notifies incidences of communicable disease (i.e.: pink eye, chicken pox, strep) 

6:40
All staff is trained to recognize symptoms of child abuse and neglect and the reporting requirements


to the authorities.


_X__Met in Full (3)    ___ Mostly Met (2)   ___Rarely Met (1)   ___Not Presently Met (0)         __3___

COMMENTS: Staff is required to watch Portrait of Promise/Shaken baby video annually. This is discussed during orientation. Documents stating how/who to report abuse to are found in the handbook and are posted in each classroom.

6:41
The facility has a written policy to protect parental and children’s rights and privacy in the areas of personal information, health and medical history and other pertinent information. Staff adhere to the confidentiality of such information.


X Met in Full (3)    ___Mostly Met (2)   ___Rarely Met (1)   ___Not Presently Met (0)         __3___

COMMENTS: Adheres to HIPA policy guidelines for rights and privacy of parents and students. 
Comment on Standard 6. Indoor/Outdoor Environment/Health and Safety:
A.  
Is the Required Indicator of Success met? YES
B.  
Is the total for the General Indicators of Success a minimum of 80 points without infants and toddlers or 


102 points with infants and toddlers? YES
C.
Based on this portion of the self-study, what are the strengths of your school? Adhering to State guidelines, Teacher 
to student ratios, safety of children and appropriate learning environment.

D.
Based on the concerns identified in your self-study, you will develop plans to improve your school. Identify every item marked as less than “Met in Full” with specific plans for action to be taken by the school over the next cycle of accreditation. Any areas identified as needing improvement in the “Respond to:” component must also be included in the proposed school action plan and addressed in the cumulative annual report.

Respond To:

6:04 – This is a major focus of the Trustees and Facility Operations Manager. The school has been working to
    raise the funding to purchase playground mats. 

6:05 – ECDC Director will review the issue and keep Trustees and Facility Operations Manger aware of any          incidences that may warrant a further look into securing the sandbox area.
6:06 – The ECDC has recently submitted several grant requests for more developmentally appropriate, attractive, and stimulating equipment for the front play are and to resurface both the pea rock and grass play spaces.

6:13 – This is a priority issue for the Trustee Committee. Air conditioning is a goal for the ECDC, funding is the only issue preventing the installation of climate control.

What are the total number of points accumulated

in this section? You must score 80 points without infants and toddlers

and 102 points with infants and toddlers to assure

compliance with this Standard.

Your point total is: 133
