
Thank you to these faithful servants: 

 
Board of Directors 2011-2012 

Chuck Lieder , Chairman       Scott Halverson, Vice Chairman 
Rev. Brian Thorson, Treasurer       Barb Tonn, Secretary 
Joel Oberdieck, Trustee  Deb Bertram                                      
Deb Schulz    Barb Wiederhoeft 
Susan Zellmer 
 

PTL Executive Board 
Laurie Sherman, President       Cheryl Oberdieck, Vice President 
  Lori Schock, Treasurer 
Special Events Committee:   
 Tami Holland, Jean Gerdes, Kim Meade and Laura Wille 
 

MLHS Faculty & Staff 
 Full-time: Robert B. Patrick, Principal; David Bergt,  

Jodi Geistfeld, Rebecca Oerman, Sharon Patrick, Tom Taylor 
and Amber Dermody.  

Part-time: Bruce Abitz, Amanda Bergt, Dianne Bittenbinder,  
Rev. Wade Daul, Marvin Erdman, Rev. Robert C. Trueblood,  

Rev. Nathan Rusert and Rev. Brian Thorson.  
 

Support Staff: Laurie Quinn, Marge Thiesse,  
Richard Behrens and Lisa Gravlin.   

 

 Dear Friends in Christ, 
      On behalf of everyone at 
MLHS, I would like to extend my 
sincere appreciation to all      
Association Churches for your 
prayers, students, kind words, 
service and faithful support of 
the MLHS Ministry. In concert 
together, we can bless our 
youth with the true wisdom that 

comes only from God‟s Holy Word. Thank you for choosing 
your Lutheran high school as a ministry to support. 
      

     In Christ‟s service, 
 
 
 
      

     Robert B. Patrick, Principal  

Martin 

  Luther  High  School, Northrop  

2010-2011 Ministry Report 
 

www.martinlutherhs.com 

A choice worth making... 

The Class of 2011 

Nineteen young men and women stepping out into the 
world equipped with the wisdom and understanding 

that comes only from the Word of God. 
100% of these graduates went on to post-secondary 

schools or entered the military. 
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 Now in its 29th academic year, Martin Luther High School 
has developed a reputation for encouraging stu-
dents to set high goals and utilize their talents. 
 Re-accredited in 2005 by the National         
Lutheran Secondary School Association, MLHS 
offers a complete college preparatory education.  
 For the past several years, MLHS ACT scores 
have consistently been well above state and national aver-
ages This is a testimony to the quality of academic guidance 
provided.  
 On average 85% of MLHS graduates advance to and suc-
ceed at a variety of post-secondary educational institutions or 
the military. (100% of 2011 grads entered post-secondary or 
the military.) 
 MLHS believes that 
every student should have 
the opportunity to achieve 
a higher level of critical 
thinking no matter what 
vocation they choose to 
pursue.  
 Since 1986 MLHS has 
graduated 396 young men 
and women. They have 
successful careers in all 
walks of life. Doctors, law-
yers, physical therapists, psychologists, pastors, teachers, 
filmmakers, communication professionals, plumbers, electri-
cians, carpenters and many other careers are represented 
among the MLHS Alumni. 
 These alumni go out into the world and touch countless 
other people with their  intelligence, character and faith that 
was enhanced at MLHS.  
 Teenagers from southern MN and northern IA attend 
MLHS. They come from Amboy, Blue Earth, Ceylon, Esther-
ville, Fairmont, Granada, Lewisville,  Madelia, Northrop, 
Ormsby, St. James, Sherburn, Trimont, Truman, Vernon Cen-
ter, Welcome and Winnebago.   
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Preparing Teens for Life 
...and Beyond 



13 

 
Projected Expense Summary July 1, 2010 to June 30, 2011 
Instructional Expenses    $350,861.00 
Administrative Expenses    $104,599.00 
Fixed and Plant Operating Expenses  $206,494.00 
    Total 2010-2011 $667,069.00 
 
Actual Expense Summary July 1, 2010 to June 30, 2011 
Instructional Expenses    $337,593.92 
Administrative Expenses    $103,434.06 
Fixed and Plant Operating Expenses  $236,988.26 
    Total 2010-2011 $678,016.24 
 
Projected Expense Summary July 1, 2011 to June 30, 2012 
Instructional Expenses    $369,560.00 
Administrative Expenses    $105,727.00 
Fixed and Plant Operating Expenses  $228,216.00 
    Total 2011-2012 $703,503.00 
 
Please note: The MLHS fiscal year runs from July 1st to 
June 30th. Donation and fundraising figures reflect the 2010-
2011 fiscal year. Detailed budget reports are presented at 
Delegate Meetings and are available upon request.  
 
Tuition income and congregational membership support 
comprise 55% of the actual budget. Donations and fundrais-
ing events contribute the balance. Your faithful support of 
the MLHS Ministry is vital to our continued success and is 
most sincerely appreciated. Thank you! May God continue 
to bless us all as we work together to serve Him!  
 
Tuition      $207,693.97 
Grant Parent Tuition Payment (not tax-deductible) $  12,995.00 
Congregational Tuition Payments   $  25,671.80 
 
Actual Total Budget Income 
 Donations & Fundraising 44%  $284,702.77 
 Tuition   36%  $246,360.77 
 Other Income /Adjustments   2%  $ 21,700.87
 Association Congregational Support 18%$123,516.63 
    Total 2010-2011 $ 676,281.04 
   Profit (Loss) 2010-2011  ($1,735.20) 
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Learning Christ: L-R: 1. Rev. Tim Beckendorf spoke 

about his mission work in Botswana. All our chapel offerings 
were designated to support his work. 2. Tim Anderson touches 

the lives of underprivileged children in the U.S. & Mexico through 
“Ace Hoops”. ML students helped him host a basketball camp 

here. 3. The Bible studies held weekly help students dig deeper 
into God’s Word. 

Living Christ: Above: 

The 2nd annual ML/GHEC 
& Truman Volleyball “DIG 
PINK/RALLY FOR TEAL” 
game and auction raised 

over $6,558 to fight cancer.  
2nd row, 1: Student Council 
President Jon Rusert car-
ries boxes of food that stu-

dents gathered for the Food Shelf. 2: Effie Bentz and Katy Wil-
liams were among the many students who raised money walking 

for Cystic Fibrosis.  
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In-kind Donations:  
 Lud-Key, Balcom Construction, Anonymous (transfer of 
stock), Volunteers=Priceless. 
 Plus many, many other items to events and projects 
 

Appeals & Events: 
Athletic Game  Program Sponsors  (Gen Op) $     600.00 
Joyful Thanks Fall Benefit Dinner 2010 (Gen Op) $  9,284.88  
 Exit Challenge for Student Tuition Aid $21,916.00 
Martin Luther High School Sunday (Gen Op) $  1,021.25  
Generation to Generation Antique Auction  
 50% Student Tuition Aid Current Year $  2,191.71 
 50% STA Endowment Fund   $  2,191.71 

Celebrating Lutheran Schools Dinner (STA) $  2,093.00 
Oh! What a Knight Dinner Auction 2011 (Gen Op) $17,269.56 
 Exit Challenge for Student Tuition Aid $  1,696.81 
Play It Again Golf Benefit for Music Dept  $ 3,023.54   
Pork Chop Dinner 2011 (Gen Op)   $ 2,730.37 
 

Total Income Donations & Fundraisers for 2010-2011 Budget 
 General Operating     $205,907.68 
 Student Tuition Aid (awarded $80,000) $  78,795.09 
    Total   $284,702.77 
 
 
Fall 2010 PTL Rummage Sale   $11,486.44 
Spring 2011 PTL Rummage Sale   $  9,685.91 
   *PTL pays MLHS $5,000 toward the LCEF loan payment 
from  each sale. The balance of Rummage proceeds are dis-
persed for special projects at discretion of the PTL voters. 
 
LCEF BUILDING LOAN BALANCE 12/31/10 $126,772.69 
 
 
 
 

 

MLHS—Your Lutheran High School 



Gift Summary July 1, 2010 to June 30, 2011 
(Event totals are listed after expenses)  

 
General Operating: 
AlumKnights Campaign    $    1,300.00 
LCMS Foundation 
 Loeslin Estate Gifts Unrestricted  $     1,176.57 
Faith for the Future Membership   $     6,060.00 
Honorariums      $        960.00  
Memorials      $   22,868.99 
Outright Gifts  Unrestricted    $   84,132.06 
25/25/25 Membership    $   12,225.00 
Thrivent Choice     $   22,529.00 
3M Volunteer Gift Match    $     1,250.00 
ITW Employee Gift Match    $   22,500.00 
     Total  $ 175,001.62 
 

Student Tuition Aid Fund: 
Outright Guardian Angel    $   14,000.00 
ITW Employee Gift Match    $     7,500.00 
LCMS Foundation 
 Allen and Meier Estate Gifts   $     6,917.54 
Lutheran Retirement Home of Southern MN $   18,200.23 
LWML Grants      $     4,279.80 
  Total      $   50,897.57 
 
         
 

Non-Budgeted Designated Gifts: 
Athletic Boosters     $        520.00 
Baseball Diamond Upkeep (Signage)  $        700.00 
 Alliant Energy Foundation   $     1,000.00 
Billboard      $     1,000.00 
Disability Assistance 
 Alliant Energy Foundation    $     1,100.00 
 Northrop Legion Auxiliary                      200.00 
 Schwieger-Kahler Legion Post                       300.00 
Flooring      $     2,840.00 
Gym Lighting      $     3,000.00 
LCMS Foundation  
 Kretzchmar Estate Gift-Building Fund $     4,154.42 

 on reserve for air-conditioning replacement) 

Thank you for Your Faithful  
Support of the MLHS Ministry 
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Music Department: Ms. Amber Dermody accepted 

our call to teach Music full-time at MLHS. She also gives 
band lessons at the Lutheran elementary schools. Above 

left: The ML Musicians participated in the Opening Service 
at the MN Lutheran Educators Conference. Right: Musi-

cians shared their talents singing at several nursing homes 
and events throughout the community.  

Below Clockwise: 1. The Grand Finale of the Pops Concert. 
2. Musicians dressed for the part presenting a jazz number. 
3. The pep band showed support for our athletes. 4. Sacred 

Concert featured select group numbers. 5. ML Musicians 
competed and performed at the Regional contest bringing 

home several outstanding awards.   
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 Martin Luther High School Principal, Robert B. Patrick was selected 
the 2011 Honor Teacher of the Year during The Minnesota Private and 
Independent Schools Education Awards Ceremony at St. Catherine's 
University in May. This event was attended by educators from MN pri-
vate schools and business executives that support these schools.  

    It was sponsored by The Minne-
sota Independent School Forum, 
which is a member organization 
that strengthens the 500+ MN K-12 
private schools through advocacy 
and advancement.  
    Your principal was selected from 
a pool of very worthy high school 
educators from private schools 
throughout Minnesota.  
    This award is a testimony to his 
professionalism, dedication to 
MLHS and passion that he has for 
your children! 
    Principal Patrick was also hon-
ored at the Martin Luther High 
School Commencement Exercises 
for his 30 years of service in the 

Lutheran educational Ministry, 25 of which he has served at MLHS. We 
thank him for his faithful dedication. We are blessed to have Principal 
Bob Patrick lead us at MLHS!  
 Mr. Patrick expresses his appreciation to all who support Lutheran 
education: "I would like to thank all those individuals who helped me 
celebrate my thirty years in the teaching ministry.  I cherished the warm 
congratulations. The Lord has blessed me greatly throughout these 
thirty years. He has given me a beautiful wife and family, the opportuni-
ties to further enrich my teaching vocation, and has supplied the 
needed support, not only for myself but for MLHS as well, through indi-
viduals such as you.  Thank you for all the cards and congratulations.  I 
thank God for your support and may God continue to bless the ministry 
here at Martin Luther High School."                                      
                                 Sincerely, in Christ's service,  
    Robert B. Patrick. 

Principal Patrick Named 2011 
Honor Teacher of Year 

MISF President Jim Field and Master 
of Ceremonies Molly Park present 

Honor Teacher of the Year Award to 
Robert B. Patrick. 

  

God’s Word guides  

all procedures and  

activities at Martin Luther High School. 
Your gifts and donations  

are received with joy,  
handled with utmost integrity  

and managed with prudence.  
 

Thank you. 
To God be all the glory! 

Cost to educate one student per year: 

 MLHS 2010-2011    $  9,500.00 
 MN Public School Average 2009  $11,098.00* 
*from Federal Budget Education Project, New America Foundation 

 
2010-2011 Tuition was $5,671.00. Tuition for students who are 
members at Full Association Churches was $4,400.00. 
 
2011-2012: MLHS gave out nearly $90,000 in Student Tuition 
Aid to qualifying families. This number is determined by an in-
dependent agency. Families complete a tuition aid application 
with Tuition Aid Data Services. TADS reports to MLHS the 
amount of tuition aid for which each family qualifies. This 
makes all Tuition Aid allocations fair and impartial. 2011-2012 
Tuition is $5,785.00. Tuition for students who are members 
from Full Association Churches is $4,490.00. 
 

Donations and fundraising events are needed to provide 
the yearly Student Tuition Aid Allocations. 
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Martin Luther High  School   

    Association Churches 
 

Full Associate Members 
Immanuel Lutheran, Estherville  
Immanuel Lutheran, Fairmont 
St. James Lutheran, Northrop 
St. John’s Lutheran, Rapidan 

St. John’s Lutheran, South Branch 
St. Johns Lutheran, Willow Creek 

St. Paul Lutheran, Fairmont 
St. Paul’s Lutheran, Truman 
St. Paul’s Lutheran, Wilbert 

Trinity Lutheran, Fieldon 
Zion Lutheran, Fraser 

 

Associate Members  
Immanuel Lutheran, Galena 

Our Savior Lutheran, Winnebago 
St. John’s Lutheran, Antrim 

St. John’s Lutheran, Good Thunder 
Salem Lutheran, Madelia 

Trinity Lutheran, Lake Crystal 
Trinity Lutheran, Trimont 
Zion Lutheran, Lewisville 

 
All member congregations are committed to providing spiritual support. Congrega-
tions are represented by Delegates which comprise the governing body. Delegates 
serve as liaisons between MLHS and their congregation. All members are to encour-
age student enrollment and promote MLHS as an extension of their congregational 
ministry. Full Member support is 6% of annual budget in monthly payments from the 
congregational treasury. (4% for churches operating elementary schools.) 

   “What Luther Says” 
-by Dr. Martin Luther, compiled by Ewald M. Plass, CPH 

 

“Prepare Youth for the Future. When schools  
flourish, matters stand well, and the church is 

saved. Let them call us doctors and masters if they please, but 
youth is the seed and fount of the church. Where would other 

doctors and masters come from after we are dead if there were 
no schools? We are compelled to have schools in the church. 

God preserves the church through schools.” 
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 The 2011 ACT Report shows that MLHS 2011 Graduates’ 
ACT scores were significantly higher than state averages. *MN 
ranks #1 in the nation. The ACT is a national college admission 
exam that tests students in English, mathematics, reading and 
science.  
 MLHS students’ successes in the classroom are evident 
through scores on the ACT assessment test—consistently out-
performing students state-wide. Keeping with tradition, MLHS 
juniors and seniors who take the ACT score higher than state 
and national averages. (See five year summary below.) 
   
Student successes can be attributed, in part, to:  

 Highly qualified and dedicated teachers at MLHS 
 Small class size 
 Nurturing atmosphere 
 Challenging curriculum 
 Careful academic and college prep guidance 
 Readiness of teachers to provide one-on-one assistance 
 Strong offering of core courses 
 Encouragement of high student goals 
 Eligibility rules 
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ACT Results Show MLHS  
Students are Ready for College  

           English          Math         Reading       Science       Composite 

Grad 
Year 

ML State ML State ML State ML State ML State 

07 24.4 21.8 24.0 22.5 25.6 22.8 23.6 22.5 24.4 22.5 

08 23.1 21.9 23.6 22.6 22.8 23.0 21.4 22.5 23.0 22.6 

09 23.2 22.0 24.3 22.7 24.8 23.1 22.1 22.6 23.8 22.7 

10 21.2 22.3 23.8 22.9 24.1 23.2 22.1 22.8 22.9 22.9 

11 24.2 22.3 24.9 23.0 23.8 22.9 23.9 22.8 24.3 22.9 



A Way to  
Sustain  

the  
Ministry You Love  

for  
Future Generations 

 An integral part of 
MLHS ministry   
beyond the annual  

operating budget.   

 

 A place for those 
who believe in       
Lutheran           
education to give 
large planned gifts 

and  bequests. 

 

 A tool to assure 
that Lutheran   
secondary  educa-
tion will be here in 
our community for 
the benefit of      

future generations. 

 

 A legacy             
opportunity which 
supports the 
Lord’s ministry at 
MLHS beyond your 

lifetime. 

 

 

 A public              
opportunity to 
leave a  final       
expression of your 

faith. 

established 2010 
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 After several months of research and review, the Endowment Committee 
presented the MLHS Endowment Fund Policy Manual and By-laws to the 
Board of Directors, who approved  the documents on January 26th, 2010. 
Endowment Committee members were: Chuck Groth, Bruce Geistfeld, Larry 
Bremer, Dan Gahler, Principal Robert Patrick and Marge Thiesse, Director of 
Development. In June of 2010 funds from various accounts were consoli-
dated into the MLHS Endowment Fund. Currently there is $71,057 invested 
with the LCMS Foundation.  

 The purpose of the Endowment Fund is to provide a place for people to 
place their large estate and planned gifts. These gifts will perpetually benefit 
the MLHS Ministry. They will be handled with confidentiality and used to fur-
ther God’s kingdom.  

 The Endowment Fund will be managed by the Endowment Committee 
with the Board of Directors acting as overseers. Annual reports will be given 
to the Delegate Assembly. Income interest will be dispersed annually to the 
funds to which they apply.  

 Donors are encouraged to include MLHS in their planned giving.  Gifts in 
the form of Cash, Stocks and Bonds (Securities), Life Insurance and Annui-
ties, Retirement Plans, Items of Property, Real Estate or Bequests from 
Trusts and Wills will be accepted.  

 All undesignated gifts and bequests shall go into the Unrestricted Fund.  
Fund uses include mission and ministry projects and programs approved by 
the Endowment Committee.   

 Restricted fund categories within the Endowment Fund are: 
 1. Religion     2. Student Tuition Aid 
 3. Building Maintenance & Improvement 4. Curriculum 
 5. Technology    6. Athletics 
 7. Fine Arts     8. Faculty Enrichment 
 9. Marketing Martin Luther High School 
 Donors may give to a “Named Fund” which is part of a restricted fund 
category that carries the name designated by the donor. The Named Fund 
category requires a minimum contribution of $25,000. 
 The Donor Restricted Funds category shall require a $25,000 minimum 
contribution.  The donor defines how the gift is to be used, how interest/
earnings and principal are to be distributed and over what time period the 
distributions are to take place. 

The goal of the Endowment Fund is  
to reach $2 million by the year 2020.  

“‟For I know the plans I have for you,‟ declares the LORD, 
„plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 

you hope and a future.‟” 
     -Jeremiah 29:11 
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