American Government Class Syllabus

Class Description:
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     This class is designed to help the student understand how the American system of government operates and what the Christian’s role is within that system.

Course Objectives:

1)  Grow in faith in Jesus Christ.

2)  Identify ways to use your Christian faith in the process of being involved as a citizen of the U.S.

3)  Understand the way the U.S. government works.

4)  Identify the process involved in the making of our government as it is today.

5)  Understand what the Bible says about government.

Course Outline:

Assignment Key:

ITF: Integrating the Faith

RC: Reading Comprehension

E: Essay

TEC: Technology

Unit 1: Foundations (chapters 1, 2, 3, 4)

· Focus on the beginning of government & the beginning of U.S. government.

Some activities:

*Read passages from the Bible about government & discuss – ITF

*Discuss beginnings of government.

*Flag etiquette lesson.

*Different types of governments.

*Write a social contract – E

*Government in scripture worksheet - ITF

Unit 2: The Constitution (chapter 5) 

· Focus on the document that is the supreme law of the land.

Some activities:

*Discuss beginnings of U.S. government.

*Discuss the American Revolution & what Bible says about revolution – ITF

Unit 3: The Legislative Branch (chapters 6, 11, 12)

· Focus on the law making branch of government, what its duties are, and the qualifications of members.

Some activities:

*Read Constitution – RC

*Memorize Preamble

*How a bill becomes a law relay.
Unit 4: The Executive Branch (chapters 6, 13, 15)

· Focus on the law enforcing branch of government, what its duties are, and the qualifications of members.

Some activities:

*Read “Most Insignificant Office” article – RC

*Read “Electoral College 101” article – RC

*Write biography of a first lady - E
Unit 5: Foreign Policy (chapters 13 & 16)

· Focus on foreign policy past and present.

Some activities:
*Guided Reading assignment – RC

*Iron Curtain article – RC

Unit 6: The Judicial Branch (chapters 6, 17)

· Focus on the law interpreting branch of government, what its duties are, and the qualifications of members.

Some activities:
*Types of trials simulation

*Jury simulation

*Supreme court cases packet – RC

Unit 7: The Amendments (chapters 6, 18)

· Focus on all 27 Amendment of the Constitution and what they mean to the U.S. citizen.

Some activities:
*”Is Flag Burning Free Speech” article – RC

*”Clear and Present Danger” article – RC

*Amendment packet 

*Amendment Bingo

*Capital Punishment Debate – TEC/E

Unit 8: Governments around the World

· Power Point presentation on a government of another country – TEC/E
Unit 9: State Governments 

· Focus on the set up of state governments, especially that of Minnesota.

Some activities:

*Do MN state worksheet 

*Read through MN legislative manual – RC

*MN fun facts - RC
· Current Events: Notebooks will be due every Thursday (unless otherwise noted by the teacher). It will be YOUR responsibility to remember! Notebooks that are not turned in on time will receive 0 points for that day (no late grades will be given unless you were sick that day). – TEC/ RC
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During elections years special attention will be paid to the election process.

Rules and Regulations:

1)  All rules in the Family/Student Handbook will be followed during the school day.

2)  Students will only bring materials that pertain to this class, unless otherwise directed by the teacher.

3)  TEACHER PET PEEVE: Any student working on other subjects during class time will have it taken

     from them. Whether or not the work is returned to them after class will depend on prior offenses.

4)  The teacher will handle all inappropriate behavior (talking, passing notes, sleeping, tardiness, disrespect, 

     etc.) according to its severity.

5)  TEACHER PET PEEVE: Any copying or cheating on homework, projects, quizzes, or tests will NOT 

     be tolerated! Any cheating or copying will result in an immediate 0% on that work. You may HELP 

    others find where answers can be found, but do not give answers. Everyone should do their own work!

6)  If absent, you will have as many days as you were gone to make up any assignments, presentations, 

     projects, or tests. If you were absent before the vocal announcement of an upcoming test, you will have 

     a day to prepare for the test. If you knew when the test was going to be, you will make it up the day you 

     return.

7)  Students must be in the classroom before the second bell rings. If you are late because of a previous 

     class, bring a pass. If you are worried about making it back to class in time after a bathroom break check 

     with me before you go. Any late entrances will result in a tardy.

8)  Food and drink (except water) are not allowed in class.

I am here to teach and help you learn. You are here to grow and enrich your mind. The best way to do that is to respect yourself, your classmates, and me. To receive respect, one must give it.

Grading System:

     The grading system that will be used in class will be the one that is in the student handbook. Extra credit opportunities are available periodically throughout the year, which I will offer to the entire class. Take advantage of each opportunity as it becomes available. During the course of the year grades will be determined by the following requirements:

1. Homework (30%): Homework; Current Events Notebook; Quizzes; Class Participation

2.    Tests (70%):  Chapter Tests; Projects; Power Point Presentation



Homework Requirements:

1)   Students should keep all old tests, notes, worksheets, etc. throughout the course of the year. These will 

      be valuable sources from which to study come finals time.

2)  All homework must be turned in at the beginning of class when it is asked for. Any homework 

     turned in after it is collected will receive a late grade of 50% off. If the assignment is still not turned in 

     by class the next day, the work will receive a 0%.

3)  All homework, projects, etc. must be turned in on a clean sheet of paper. I will not accept work written 

     on the back of past assignments, notes, worksheets, handouts, etc.

4)  Students will be required to take notes during class lectures. We will be taking a lot of notes in this class 
     and test questions will come mainly from those notes. It is very important to keep up on your note 

     taking. If you are absent you will need to copy the notes of someone you trust, or talk to me and I will 

     give you a copy of my notes.

5)  Students will be required to keep a Current Events notebook used exclusively for Government class. Do 

     not keep any other class notes in this notebook as it will be collected and graded periodically.

6)  Talk to me if there is an emergency situation and an assignment could not get completed on time. 

      I have no way of knowing the circumstances unless you communicate with me! Together we can 

     decide what to do.

7)  Class discussions are an important part of social studies classes. Be ready to discuss views and opinions 

     in class. This can be the most fun part of class if you make it that way!
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