Discipline Policy

Behavior Guidance
RCLS-ECDC believes in the value of each and every child, and the child's right to be treated with dignity and respect.

The staff will never use or direct another to use any of the following methods to address behavior issues:

1. Corporal punishment including but not limited to spanking, rough handling, shoving, ear or hair pulling, shaking, slapping, kicking, biting, pinching and hitting

2. Emotional stress including but not limited to name calling, ostracism, shaming, using threatening, humiliating or frightening language, making derogatory remarks about the child or their family.

3. Separation from the activity group except as stated under the behavior guidance policy.

4. Punishment for lapses in toilet habits.

5. Punishment by use of withholding food, light, warmth, clothing, or medical care.

6. Use physical restraint other than to physically hold a child where containment is necessary protects the child or others from harm.

7. Use of mechanical restraints such as tying.

The RCLS ECDC believes that children will learn self-control when adults treat them with dignity and respect.

The staff will model appropriate expression of feelings to provide acceptable behavior which is appropriate to the child's developmental level. The teachers/staff will use forms of guidance management that help children learn self-control and responsiveness to the needs of others. The focus of behavior guidance is to teach children how to use acceptable alternatives to that behavior and attempt to redirect the behavior into a constructive activity. If the behavior continues, the staff may choose one of the following alternatives:

1. Provide positive reinforcement for appropriate behavior, and immediate consequences for inappropriate behavior.

2. Guide children by setting clear, consistent and fair limits of classroom behavior.

3. Model skills and guide children to resolve conflicts on their own 

4. Explain to children why certain behavior is not acceptable and have a "time out" period which is     documented when necessary

5. Ignore the attention-seeking behaviors, allowing the children to make choices and model pro-social behaviors.

If a child exhibits persistent unacceptable behavior that requires an increased amount of staff guidance and time, a plan for addressing the behavior will be developed in conjunction with the parents, teacher, and staff. Children are never subjected to corporal punishment or emotional abuse.







