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Martin 
A look at what makes MLHS “A Choice Worth Making!” 

Miss  America  2009  Coming  to  MLHS 

 Katie Stam grew up on a 
dairy farm and often got up at 5 
or 6 a.m. to milk cows. She went 
from wearing gumboots to wear-
ing a crown. 
 Katie attended Immanuel Lu-
theran School in Seymour, IN 
where her mother is the fifth 
grade teacher.  
 Since she was crowned Miss 
America in January of 2009, Ka-
tie has traveled the globe promot-
ing community service.  
 One of the hardest things Ka-
tie experienced during her reign 
was not being able to attend 
church regularly . “I didn’t get to 
attend church during that year. I 
didn’t have a congregation with 
fellow believers where we wor-
shipped together—and that’s 
such a powerful part of my per-
sonal faith,” she shared.  
 She credits her fiancée for 
helping her hold on to her faith. 
Late at night or early in the morn-
ing they would read the Bible to-
gether, share devotions and pray 
together—long distance over the 
phone. 
 Katie is quick to point out that 
being Miss America has always 
been so much more than high 
cheekbones, perfectly coiffed 
hair, and stylish clothing. “Our 
society focuses so much on the 
outside and not enough on how 
we put ourselves together on the 
inside. That’s really what mat-
ters,” she shared.         

      Everyone is 
invited to hear 
Katie’s powerful 
message and her 
beautiful singing 
voice at the 
“Joyful Thanks” 
Fall Benefit Din-
ner on Saturday, 
Nov 13th. Katie is 
lending her God-
given talents to 
help raise funds 
to strengthen the 
MLHS ministry.        
 Another beautiful woman will 
also grace our stage that eve-
ning. Teresa (Behrens) Kiehl, 
1987 Alumnus, will speak about 
her life at MLHS and the impact 
Lutheran education has made on 
her life. Her son Kody is a 2009 
MLHS graduate, and Mason is a 
Sophomore at MLHS. 
       The committee is planning a 
spectacular evening for our 
guests. The doors will open at 5 
p.m. for guests to enjoy punch, 
appetizers and social time. At 6 
p.m. a delicious dinner of Tender 
Chicken Breast with Creamy Al-
fredo Sauce, Cashew Salad, 
Glazed Carrots, Potatoes, Bread, 
Beverage and Dessert will be 
served by students.  
 Guests are encouraged to 
utilize the Valet Parking Services 
provided by the Class of 2012 
Just drive up to the door and 
hand them the keys—they will 

take care of your car for 
you! 
       The MLHS choir will 
perform under the direc-
tion of our new Music Di-
rector, Ms Amber Der-
mody. They will be per-
forming several selec-
tions that they sang at the 
closing worship of the MN 
South LCMS Presidents 
Conference.  
       Student Council, 
President Jon Rusert will 
extend a greeting on be-

half of the MLHS student body.  
        The MLHS faculty, staff, 
Board of Directors and area Pas-
tors will be recognized for their 
service to MLHS. 
        Tickets for this very impor-
tant benefit for the MLHS Ministry 
are $75 each ($55 qualifies for a 
tax-deductible donation). Tickets 
should be purchased before 
November 5th. They may be 
purchased from any MLHS par-
ents; the school office; church 
offices of St Paul’s, Truman; St 
James, Northrop; Immanuel and 
St Paul, Fairmont; and the HyVee 
service counter.  
 Please join us in celebrating 
with “Joyful Thanks” the bless-
ings and saving grace God has 
so generously poured down upon 
us.  
 *portions reprinted from Fall 2010 
issue “Lutheran Woman‟s Quarterly.” 



Saturday 
November 13th 

Doors Open 5:00 p.m. ~ Dinner Served 6:00 p.m.  
 

 

 
 

 
Fall Benefit Dinner 

Featuring the amazing talent of:  

Katie Stam 
2009 Miss America   

 

Guest Speaker: 

1987 Alumnus 
Teresa (Behrens) Kiehl 
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 Donations of quality fall & winter items accepted Sun-
day, Oct. 17th at 1-5 p.m. to Wednesday, Oct. 20th. For 
large items please call ahead. Paper bags are needed 
for the Saturday sale. Donations of baked goods are 

welcome daily throughout the sale! Your volunteer help 
sorting items is most welcome & sincerely appreciated. 

Come any time!  

All 7th & 8th Graders 

are invited! Visit MLHS and 

let’s have some fun! 

Valet Parking Service 

Dinner: Tender Chicken Breast w/creamy Alfredo Sauce  

& all the trimmings  

General seating tickets are $75.00 each  
($55 qualifies as a tax-deductible donation) 

Please purchase before November 5th 
Available from MLHS parents & office  

Also Church offices of Immanuel & St. Paul, Fairmont      
St. Paul’s, Truman    St. James, Northrop  &  HyVee 

 

Supplemental funding provided by Fairmont Chapter of 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 

 



T HE  KNIGHT  L IGHT  PAGE  3  

25/25/25 Program Strengthens MLHS 
 Martin Luther High anticipates 
and relies on a seasonal increase 
in contributions each year starting 
around Thanksgiving. These contri-
butions help support the work of the 
MLHS educational ministry now 
and throughout the year.  
 During this season, please con-
sider demonstrating appreciation 
for your own good fortune or good 
health by making an additional 
contribution, or, if you haven’t done 
so already, by committing to a con-
sistent giving plan.  
 Through the 25/25/25 Member-
ship Program MLHS offers you a 
convenient electronic giving option 
for making your gifts. Electronic 
Fund Transfer is a safe, simple, 
regular way to give to the ministries  
that you care about.  
 All that you see… 
 All that is accomplished… 
 All that is taught… 
 Is a Gift from God  
Given through His people 
In the last 27 years. 

 Much that goes on at MLHS  
Cannot be seen… 
 In addition to an exceptional  
academic education, MLHS en-
courages a nurturing of the heart 
that comes only from God’s 
Word. 
     Your gifts will sup-
port the exceptional 
educational programs 
by funding: 

 Student Tuition Aid 

 Religious Education 

 Classroom Resources 

 Curriculum Updates/
Software 

 Continuing Education for 
Teachers 

 Facility Improvements &   
Upkeep 

 Library Materials 

 Technology, Computers and 
Equipment 

 

If you are a 25/25/25 Member, 
please contact us to update your 

giving to continue.  
 The 25/25/25 Program has 
had a tremendous, positive im-
pact on the stability of MLHS 
finances. The 2010 summer is 
the first time—ever—that we 

have not 
had to send 
out a spe-
cial plea to 
you, our 

donors, to help us get through 
the summer financially!  
    Thanks be to God! 
You are invited to join the 54 
other 25/25/25 members to give 
easily and effortlessly to the 
MLHS Ministry. Your $25 gift will 
be withdrawn for your account 
and transferred to the MLHS 
account on the 25th of the month 
for 25 months.  
 To enroll, you can go to 
www.martinlutherhs.com “GIVE 
NOW” and click on 25/25/25 or 
call the school office at 436-
5249. We are happy to help you! 

You are invited to be a 
25/25/25 Member and 
help MLHS stay strong! 

 Thrivent Financial for Luther-
ans has a new giving program 
called “Thrivent Choice.” Please 
direct your Choice dollars to 
MLHS before the end of 2010. 
 Eligible benefit members can 
participate in the Choice Dol-
larsSM program. Through Choice 
Dollars, you can help choose 
where Thrivent Financial distrib-
utes part of its charitable funds 
among thousands of Lutheran 
organizations. 
 Nearly $60,000 is waiting 
to be designated to Lutheran 
schools and churches by eligi-
ble members in Martin 
County—alone! It does not 
cost you a thing to designate 
your Choice Dollars. Please 
take the time to do this. 

Choose MLHS When Directing Thrivent Choice Dollars 

 It takes just three easy steps 
to direct your dollars:  
Step 1—Call 1-800-847-4836 
 and say, “Thrivent Choice.” 
Step 2— Review and select the     
 organizations you want to 
 request funding for by  
 directing Choice Dollars. 
Step 3—Choose where you’d like 
 to direct your designated 
 amount of Choice Dollars. 
  
 Put Thrivent Choice on auto
-pilot for MLHS! You only have 
to do this one time if you tell 
Thrivent to distribute your gifts 
automatically every month in 
support of the MLHS Ministry. 
 Even though the “matching 
gift” incentive is no longer offered 
by Thrivent, your personal gifts in 
support of MLHS are still very 

much needed and appreciated.  
 In 2009 MLHS received 
$34,000 from Thrivent through 
the “Giving Plus” program. 
Through the generosity of many 
people, $68,000 was given to 
generate that matching gift. 
 MLHS has received $1,737 in 
Choice Dollars so far in 2010. We 
are only 1/20 of the way to reach 
what was previously received 
from the Giving Plus Program.  
 Rest assured that your out-
right gifts to MLHS are vital to the 
well-being of the school. They 
make a difference in the lives of 
teens. Your gifts provide religious 
materials, technology, athletic 
equipment, library books, sub-
scriptions etc. and help “keep the 
lights on” in God’s school.  
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Charity Begins at Home 

 The ML/GHEC  Lady Knights huddle before they run 
through their pink banner before the DIG PINK/RALLY 
FOR TEAL Volleyball Fundraiser for Cancer Research 
against the Truman Blue Jays. Both teams joined efforts to 
raise funds and awareness about breast and ovarian can-

cer.  

Doug Quinn and Larry Bremer display a Tribute Sign. 
Spots on two signs were sold remembering or honoring 
loved ones who have dealt with cancer. The identical signs 
are permanently on display at both Truman and Martin Lu-
ther High Schools.   
 A special thank you goes out to the generous people 
at Profinium Financial for hosting a bake sale. They raised 
$446 and Profinium Financial matched that amount for a 
total donation of $893. 
 Thank you to everyone that donated and purchased 
items at the Silent Auction. It was HUGE! 
 Another thank you goes out to the Fairmont Chapter of 

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans for providing $1,000 in 
supplemental funding. 
 A total of $6,558.50 was raised and will be divided 
equally between the Side-Out Foundation and the Min-
nesota Ovarian Cancer Alliance. The 2009 benefit at 
Truman High School raised $5,100.54.  

Dr. Glenn Harman, Mayo Clinic Oncology, announced 
the starting line-ups in front of a background of Pink 
Memory Volleyballs.  

     Rev. Tim 
Beckendorf 
of Lutheran 
Bible Trans-
lators spoke 
at an MLHS 
Chapel 
about his 
mission 
work in Bot-
swana, Af-
rica. He 
lives there 
with his wife 
Lisa and 
sons Aaron 
and Andrew. 
Tim’s efforts 
in translat-
ing the Bible 

into an “unwritten” language of clicks and clacks 
will bring the Word of God to these unsaved peo-
ple. The 2010-2011 Chapel offerings from MLHS 
students and faculty will go to support this minis-
try. May God bless Rev. Tim and his family.  

2010-11 Chapel Offerings Go to Botswana 
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We would like to send out a thank 
you for all the prayers that were 
answered and extend a warm wel-
come to our new students for the 
upcoming year!!! 

MLHS is blessed to have three For-
eign Exchange students and one 
International Student among our 
student body.  
 Martin  Kvetko  and Berna-
detta Grebesczova come to us 

from Slovakia. Martin is living with 
host family Dan and Lois Gahler in 

Goat and Intermediate Reserve 
Champion Showmanship with  
his Market Goat at the Martin 
County Fair. 
Congratulations to Tom Tow who 

carried the ball for the winning 
touchdown at the JV football game 
against Alden-Conger. 
2013: Myranda Quinn received a 

Grand Champion Ribbon at the 
Martin County Fair and Reserve 
Grand Champion Super Heavy 
Weight at the MN State Fair with 
her Dairy Steer. 
2012: Brian Bach assisted a local 

veterinarian conducting research 
on hogs. Megan Maschoff at-

tended the Minnesota Mile Leader-
ship Conference.  
2011: Bowdie Bentz, Aaron 
Riewe, Jon Rusert and Garrett 
Wolle (10) performed at a Music 

Fest in their band “So It Goes.” 
Haley Geistfeld won Senior Grand 

Champion Showman with her Mar-
ket Goat at the Martin County Fair. 
Sydney Krenz volunteered as the 

art instructor for the St Paul’s, Tru-
man Vacation Bible School.  
Jon Rusert was elected President 
and Bowdie Bentz Vice President 

to the Student Council. 
Haley Geistfeld (Martin County 
Dairy Princess) and Bowdie Bentz 

were elected MLHS Homecoming 
candidates to the GHEC/ML 
Homecoming Celebration. 

   M L H S       STARS 

Madelia and Bernadetta is living 
with Brad, Laurie and Catie 
Sherman's family near Truman.   
 Miffy Li joins us from China. 

She is living with Doug, Laurie, 
Myranda, Shelby 

and Macy Quinn 
and enjoying farm 
life. 
    Diana Zhu 
returns to MLHS 
again this year. 
She is an Interna-
tional Student 
from China. 
Diana lives with 
Chuck, Janet, 
Matt and Madi-

son Northwick.   
    We also are 
glad to have 
Kaylee Sauck 
and Tanner 
Weihe join the 

Class of 2013. 
 2014: Meredith 
Jenkins volun-

teered at the Win-
nebago Library 

this summer. She organized and 
held a summer reading program for 
teens and decorated the library. 
Hunter Payne received the Sports-

manship Award at the MSU Basket-
ball Camp.  
Sam Geistfeld won Intermediate 

Grand Interview Champion Meat 

age, Andrew Jackson and America, 
1801-1861.”  The week long semi-
nar focused on the controversies 
and turbulence of Andrew Jackson, 
his times, and his reputation.  The 
six topics that were examined in-
cluded the growing democracy, the 
cotton economy and slavery, Indi-
ans and westward expansion, re-
form and rebellion, women’s lives in 
a changing America, and the devel-
opment of a distinctive American 
material culture.   The competitive 

 Rev Brian Thorson completed 
60 hours of advanced instruction 
through the DOXOLOGY program 
of The Lutheran Center for Spiritual 
Care and Counsel in Brookfield, WI. 
DOXOLOGY strengthens pastors to 
faithfully shepherd the souls en-
trusted to their care.   
 This past summer Principal and 
history teacher Robert Patrick trav-
eled to Nashville, TN.  to attend the 
NEH landmarks of American History 
and Culture Seminar “The Hermit-

application seminars are spon-
sored by the National Endowment 
for the Humanities.  These semi-
nars are designed to strengthen 
educator’s commitment to high 
quality history teaching.  The 
weeklong seminars provide intel-
lectual stimulation and a collabo-
rative context for developing prac-
tical resources and strategies to 
take back to the classroom.  Each 
educator receives reading materi-
als, room and board, transporta-
tion for tours and a stipend. 

Educators Continue Their Learning 

The Class of 2014 gathered at the ML sign for their first 
group picture. 1st row: L-R: Amanda Whitehead, Han-
nah Creech, Kristi Oberdieck, Masie Bentz. 2nd row: 
Andrea Wiederhoeft, Hunter Payne, Meredith Jen-
kins, Anika Johnson, Kris Davis, Amanda Schuder. 
3rd row: Tina Geistfeld, Amber Schultz. Back: Aaron 
Neumann, Tom Tow, Sam Geistfeld and Neil Osborn.   



stepped up and took on the role of 
basketball coaching with Sally 
(Chirpich) Schmitz. “What a learn-
ing experience that is,” said Erin, 
“but so much fun! I am looking 
forward to it again this year.” She 
also co-leads the Rangerette 
group. Recently Erin signed up 
with the Fairmont Kinship Pro-
gram and is mentoring a 10 year 
old girl. She plays CER volleyball 
year round and softball in the 
summer.  Recently she started a 
new book club with fellow MLHS 
Alumnus Sally and Teresa 
(Behrens) Kiehl.  
  “The best thing about teach-
ing is watching the light bulb go on 
in the child's head,” she says. 
“Finally things are starting to click 
for them and they just grow!  Last 
year it was so much fun to watch 
the kids starting first grade only 
knowing a handful of words, but 
by the end some were able to get 
out a small chapter book and read 
independently!” 
  "The most important thing that 
parents need to remember when 
choosing a school for their child is 
to make sure your priorities are in 
the right order and that you are 
looking at the big picture of your 
child’s entire life—not just the next 
few years,” says Erin. “What are 
the most important, sure things?  
Learning within a Christian atmos-
phere?  Having small class sizes 
to get the best education? Having 
the opportunity to be involved in a 
wide variety of activities? Playing 
sports? I think when your priorities 
are lined up, you are guaranteed 
to make the best decision.”   
 The one thing that Erin hopes 
to imprint in her students' memo-
ries is that it important to put Je-
sus first in everything we do! She 
hopes to show them that reading 
can be fun and make their school 
years a positive experience. 

volved in almost everything she 
could be involved in: volleyball, 
basketball, band, jazz band, choir, 

yearbook, student 
council, tutoring other 
students, Honor Soci-
ety, and the Worship 
Team.  Every single 
fond memory she has 
of high school re-
volves around one of 
those groups.  Just 
being so involved 
made her high school 
years so special.   
      Erin treasurers the 
amazing friendships 

she made with classmates and 
those in other grades as well.  
 Life as a teacher is just as 
busy for Erin. “Today a typical 
school day in first grade is crazy!” 
smiles Erin. “I can't even count the 
times the kids say “Miss Erin!  But 
I wouldn’t trade it for a thing. The 
kids arrive starting around 7:50 a. 
m. and they start telling me all 
about everything!  I try to keep 
them busy at their desks, but they 
are so full of life that it is a chal-
lenge to keep them there.  We are 
off to chapel shortly after the first 
bell.  Then we come back to our 
classroom for a day of learning.  
We start with Jesus time then right 
into reading.  Recess and snack 
time are a must-have at mid-
morning. (Chocolate milk days are 
the best!) Then it is right into Eng-
lish, learning how to write a proper 
sentence and identifying the parts 
of speech. (I almost needed to call 
Miss Oerman for a review!) Lunch 
and recess give us a welcome 
break. Our afternoon is full of 
small group reading, math, sci-
ence, and whatever else we can 
squeeze in.  Sometimes I think 
there is not enough time in the 
day!” 
 Erin also helps out after hours 
at St Paul School. Last year she 

 When Erin Tomlinson gradu-
ated from MLHS in 2001 she 
never imagined that she would be 
so fortunate 
to return to 
her home-
town area to 
teach in a 
Lutheran 
school. Erin 
began 
teaching 
first grade 
at St Paul 
Lutheran 
School, 
Fairmont in 
the fall of 2009. She soon fell in 
love with the children and the op-
portunity to teach them about Je-
sus.  
 From Kindergarten on, Erin 
was educated in a Lutheran 
school. She attended St. James 
Lutheran School, Northrop in her 
elementary years and MLHS for 
high school. She graduated from 
Concordia University, St. Paul 
with a BA in Elementary Educa-
tion.   
 Erin was thrilled to accept her 
first call to a place close to home. 
Experiencing first-hand the nurtur-
ing influence of Lutheran educa-
tion, it was a natural choice for her 
to choose a career in a Lutheran 
school. "I always knew I wanted to 
be a teacher, it just took me a 
while to get there." says Erin. 
  She has so many fond memo-
ries from her grade school and 
high school years.  Almost all of 
them are about her involvement in 
some sort of activity. In grade 
school she was involved in all the 
sports, even cheerleading!  She 
remembers going to the state bas-
ketball  tournament in 7th grade 
and winning consolation. Erin still 
has her warm up shirt and occa-
sionally still wears it!   
       At Martin Luther she was in-
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2001 Alumnus Teaches at St Paul, Fairmont 

Erin gets on the floor with her active 
first graders to make learning fun. 
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1994: Caleb Phillip Digory Kinsey, 
son of Cevin and Melissa 
(Hartmann) Kinsey, was born 
July 2, 2010 in St. Louis, Mo.  
He weighed 8 pounds, 5 
ounces. He has a brother C.J., 
and a sister, Samantha. Grand-
parents are Phillip and Pam 
Hartmann of Fairmont. Great-
grandparents are Anita Hart-
mann of Fairmont and Evelyn 
Whitney of Delavan. 

Matt Bohl is the Motorcyle & Small 
Engine Technology Instructor 
at Iowa Lakes Community Col-
lege, Emmetsburg. 

1997: Audrey (Griffith) and Ryan 
Bernhard are the joyful parents 
of a new baby.  Kamal Irene 
was born 8/16/2010. She 
weighed 6lbs 1oz and was 18 
inches long. They live in Boise, 
Idaho 

1999: Lindsey (Halverson) and 
Jason O’Laughlin were blessed 
with a new baby on Aug. 3rd. 
Jackson Daniel weighed 7# 7 
oz. Lindsey works at Cedar 
Valley Cancer Center. They live 
in Rowley, Ia.  

2000: The Class of 2000 had their 
10 year reunion recently at 
Tami’s on the Ave.  

Rhonda 
Fischer and 
Luke Krueger 
are planning a 
wedding for 
September 24, 
2011. Rhonda 
is an IRS 
Revenue 

Agent. Luke owns Krueger Die-
sel specializing in farm equip-
ment repair. 

Liz Menk and Mike Jetto were 
blessed with a baby girl, Chey-
anne Elizabeth, born July 24 
and weighed 8# 5 oz. She has 
a brother, Brady. Liz is RN at St 
Mary’s ICU, Milwaukee, WI.  

Justin Olson, his wife Andrea and 
children Joel and Hadasah 
have left the “bush” in Alaska 
and moved to Huron, SD where 
he is a CPA.  

Dana (Gerdes) Wishart is married 

to Shane, has a 6 month old 
son, Cole and is a Home Mort-
gage Coordinator w/Agstar, 
Mankato. They live in Maple-
ton. 

2001: Angie (Willner) and husband 
Jeff Martin share the role of 
youth ministers in Gwinn, MI. 
They have added a blessing 
from heaven to their fam-
ily.Eliana Joy was born July 
20,2010 at 12:13am. She was 
8lbs 2.7oz and 19 in long 

Dale Beckendorf and Kari Pabst 
were married Saturday 
Sept.18th, 2010 at Our Saviors 
Lutheran Church, Sioux Falls 
S.D. Officates were Pastor Les 
Svendsen and Pastor Gary 
Pabst---Kari's Dad. 

2003: Cody Wiens married Kakena 
Engelharlt on 8/7/10 at St 
John’s Lutheran Church, South 
Branch. The couple lives in 
Mankato and both are attend-
ing MSU.  

2005: Luke and Sarah Anderson 
of St Louis, MO were blessed 
with a son recently. Gabriel 
Luke was born on August 25. 
He weighed 7 pounds, 9 
ounces. 

2006: Desiree Bicknase was 
named to the Dean’s List for 
the Spring Semester at Beth-
any Lutheran College. 

2007: Amanda Gahler won Editor’s 
Pick and $100 by Fifth 
Wednesday Journal for her 
photograph “Music Waiting to 
Happen.” Her photo was se-
lected 2010 overall winner from 
all 2009 winners. Her photo 
“Waiting” was selected for the 
cover of the Fall 2010 FWJ 
issue.  After studying abroad in 
Senegal, Africa this past sum-
mer, Amanda is pursuing a 
degree in Communication De-
sign as a Senior at Wartburg 
College.  

2008: Ginny Thom (Class of '08) 
and Nathan Abernathy will be 
married Nov. 20th at St. Paul 
Lutheran Church in Fairmont. 

 
 

2009: Kody Kiehl 
Graduated from 
the Navy Reserve 
Boot Camp and is 
attending the Navy 
Intelligence Spe-
cialist Division in 
Norfolk, VA. 
*The following is 
an excerpt of 

Kody’s Senior reflection about com-
ing to MLHS.   
(He wrote this about transferring to 
ML as a Junior.) “When I first moved 
into Fairmont, I made the decision to 
enroll in FHS. I soon learned that it 
was very difficult for me to feel as if I 
fit in. My mother noticed this, so she 
told me that I should take at look at 
MLHS....The day I shadowed in Mar-
tin Luther seems like a blur to me. 
Nonetheless, after visiting ML, I be-
gan to feel compelled to enroll into 
this new school It almost seems as if 
God Himself was pulling me in. I am 
immensely thankful that He did...The 
feeling of family and of belonging 
was not the only valuable asset that 
ML offered me. I was granted the 
opportunity to relearn my morals and 
values. More importantly, I learned 
how to defend my faith against the 
many other faiths that I will undoubt-
edly come against. I have also been 
given a new direction and a new 
motivation for the occupation that I 
have been striving for since I started 
high school...You can go to any 
school in the country to learn what a 
parabola is or who fought in the Cri-
mean War or how to dissect a frog. 
It is only in a school such as Martin 
Luther that you will learn the impor-
tant things in life: morals, values and 
the truth.” 

 

Alum-Knights Updates 

Attention   Alumni: 
Keep in Touch!  
E-mail your news & photos to  
postmaster@martinlutherhs.com 
Send us pictures to post on the 
website.  
 
MLHS is on FACEBOOK @ Martin 
Luther High School, Northrop. 
Post your pictures there too! 
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What Do MLHS Parents Say? 

 The MLHS Administration, 
faculty and staff are always look-
ing for ways to better serve our 
students, parents and donors. 
 Last summer, parents were 
asked to complete an online sur-
vey to help us improve. Their 
feedback was uplifting and help-
ful. 
 Twenty-two families com-
pleted the survey. 
 Teachers, Academics and 
Administration received high 
marks with 81.8% of respon-
dents saying they were well-
informed of rules and expecta-
tions and that report cards were 
clear and easy to under-
stand.72.7% felt they were well-
informed about activities and 
schedules. 77.3% felt the office 
staff was friendly and helpful. 
 One parent commented, 
“You guys have a really good 
thing going. We are very pleased 
to have our daughter going here. 
She has learned a lot there. I‟m 
very excited for the new music 
teacher. Working in a school with 
students, music is a big major 
part of their lives and the deci-
sions they make in life.” 
 Spiritual Life is the most im-
portant aspect of life at MLHS. 
86.4% felt that Religion courses 
are an important part of the cur-
riculum. 72.7% said their child’s 

faith was strengthened at MLHS. 
59.1% said that Chapels contrib-
uted to the growth of their child’s 
faith. An equal number felt that 
God’s Word is adequately incor-
porated into academic teachings 
also.  
 “We believe that Pastor Mat-
thew Rusert has had a signifi-
cant impact on our child—in a 
very positive way. He knows how 
to keep the students interested 
and he has an awesome rapport 
with them. He is an incredible 
teacher and has a positive Chris-
tian influence on them,” praised 
a respondent. 
 Responses to Student Life 
and Social Issues showed us 
that suicide prevention, sub-
stance abuse and sexuality 
should be addressed more 
strongly. Parents felt that kind-
ness and friendship were highly 
encouraged and that their stu-
dents’ friends were a positive 
influence on them.  
 Overall the MLHS School 
Climate received very high 
marks. The statement “MLHS 
encourages students to set high 
goals” was given the highest rat-
ing of 90%. “MLHS provides a 
positive learning environment” 
scored an 85%. Parents feel that 
MLHS has a warm, friendly at-
mosphere and nurtures positive 

social interaction. They also feel 
their students are treated with 
respect by the faculty and staff. 
 Comments included: 
“Excellent in this department. 
Couldn‟t ask for a better climate!” 
and “Everybody here has been 
so friendly and kind. It has made 
a difference in her life.” 
 75% of the respondents felt 
that the coaches show Christian 
sportsmanship and 50% felt that 
coaches were good role models 
for their students.  
 Parents offered suggestions 
for improving curriculum and 
adding programs. These sugges-
tions will be carefully considered, 
but as one parent put it, “I 
know...if we only had the re-
sources and the MONEY.” 
 Tuition is a big concern for 
parents with 75% agreeing with 
that statement.  
 Parents feel that MLHS does 
a superior job in preparing 
graduates for life success. 
76.5% feel that grads are well-
prepared for post-secondary 
education and 70.6% feel that 
grads are well-prepared to live 
an active Christian life.  
 72.2% of respondents 
agreed with the statement “I be-
lieve MLHS is a choice worth 
making.” 
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Buy or Sell  
any property through 

Elroy Geistfeld,  
Broker Associate Realtor at  

Century 21, Northland Realty  
in Fairmont.  

 

He will donate ONE-HALF of his commission to MLHS. 
(Just say you saw his ad in the KNIGHT LIGHT) 

 

Phone: 507-236-5536-cellular 
507-435-4532-home 

Elroy.Geistfeld@Century21.com 
 

 Before school was dismissed for 
the summer students were asked to 
give us their input.  
 The Freshmen who responded 
were equally divided on whether high 
school at MLHS was “better than 
expected” or “harder than expected.” 
One girl said, “I am doing very well in 
my classes and enjoy the work. I like 
the small class size and the teachers 
are very helpful The people are very 
friendly and everyone is always in-
cluded.” A boy who thought school at 
MLHS was harder than he expected, 
had this to say, “The teachers push 
you like you‟ve never been pushed 
before. You get a lot of homework.” 
 Sophomores were asked what 
they like best about high school life 
at MLHS. “It challenges me to do my 
best academically. Martin Luther is 
doing a very good job in preparing 
me for college. The best 3 things 
about this year are 1) This is the first 
year I started in varsity basketball; 2) 
I got to help out less fortunate people 
with „Kids Against Hunger;‟ 3) Our 
varsity teams got to play in the TAR-
GET CENTER,” wrote one boy. An-
other young man said, “I like the fact 
that it gets you ready for college life. 
The classes challenge you and the 
grading system is harder than public 

What Do MLHS Students Say? 

schools, but it makes you push 
yourself to prove that you are 
ready for life outside of school.” 
 Juniors had some strong opin-
ions. One student felt that they 
should not be required to take PE 
if they are active athletes, and 
should be allowed to take art, band 
and choir instead. When asked 
what they would say to 8th grad-
ers, this same student said, “If you 
want to be somewhere where the 
teachers are awesome, kind and 
helpful and if you want to be strong 
in your faith; ML is definitely the 
school for you. Don‟t be worried 
you won‟t do well in classes. Do 
your work and you‟ll get through.” 
 Many Juniors were concerned 
about their Senior year. Several 
young men strongly felt that we 
needed a new gym floor. Some 
expressed concern that others 
have the perception that we are 
boring and don’t have fun. One girl 
wrote, “People have the misunder-
standing that at a Christian school 
kids aren‟t allowed to have fun—
we TOTALLY have bunches of 
fun!” Another said, “Why would you 
want to go anywhere else? Our 
academics are higher, our athletics 
are growing, we learn, we prepare, 

we succeed. We aren‟t just a 
Christian school. We‟re a 
place to meet great people 
and a place to have lots of fun 
while still learning and prepar-
ing for life.” 
 Another girl had this to 
say: “ML is a great school to 
send your child. We have 
many great teachers that love 
to help whenever possible. I‟d 
give parents examples of what 
I‟ve all learned and what a 
friend of mine has learned in a 
public school and then explain 
the difference!”  
 Seniors were more nostal-
gic in their responses. Abbie 
Kietzer said, “ML has taught 
me how to approach the real 
world as well as how to suc-
ceed in it. I feel confident that 
wherever my life takes me, I 
will be able to handle it—
thanks to my Christ-centered 
experience at MLHS. The best 
thing is that I got to expand 
my faith as well as my knowl-
edge in Christ. Secondly, I‟ve 
made some incredible friends. 
The third best thing about ML 
is that I have learned who I 
am while here!”  
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GENERAL OPERATING 

IN HONOR OF: 

DARYL & CAROL BARTZ’S 

50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

 Robert & Pat Hall 

 Dr David & Lois Johnson 

 Jim & Janet Smith 

ALLEN & MARLYS KAHLER’S 

50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

 Delores Wolle 

MARTIN & VIRGINIA KRAUSE’S 
50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
 Merle & Beverly Brinkman 

 Harlan & Larainne Gorath 

 Scott & Dawn Halverson 

 Maynard & Audrey Johnson 

 Allen & Marlys Kahler 

 Lorraine Reiter 

ORLO & KAY TOQUAM’S 

MARRIAGE 

 Weldon & LaVonne Ziemann 

IN MEMORY OF: 

ARTHUR ARNDT 

 Marvin & Verdane Erdman 

MARJORIE BARVEL 

 Rodney G Malo 

PETER BAUER 

 Duane & Myrna Behrens 

 Tom & Heidi Koeritz 

 Robert & Pat Kosbab 

LORRAINE BECKER 

 Gerald & June Anders 

 Anita Hartmann 

 Elvera Hartmann 

 Keith & Mary Jo Hartmann 

 Tom & Heidi Koeritz 

 Marvin & Agnes Kosbab 

 Robert & Pat Kosbab 

 Melvin Logemann 

 Fern Luhmann 

 Arlene Schaefer 

FERN BELL 

 Verona Tonn 

ALBERT BENNING 

 Tom & Heidi Koeritz 

 

 

BRUCE BERGEMAN 

 Mark & Lil Gronewold 

 Berneda Schickling 
 Lawrence & Dorothy  Wiederhoeft 

LEONARD BERGHOEFER 

 Weldon & LaVonne Ziemann 

MARCELLA M BIRR 

 Verona Tonn 

DELBERT BLACK 

 Gladys Belgard 

 Neal & Deb Belgard 

 Brad Borkenhagen 

 Larry & Elaine Brummond 

 Bill and Judy Hinrichs  

 Dolly Mae Kassube 

 Myron & Cathy Kietzer 

 Randy & Debra Morrison 

 Joel & Cheryl Oberdieck 

 Leonard & Barb Reinke 

 Ronald & Mary Reinke 

 Brian & Cindi Riewe 

 Greg & Deb Schulz 

 Richard & Gerry Schulz 

 Wilbert & Kay Sieg 

 Lorraine Tonn 

 Verona Tonn 

 Sylvia Urban 

 Wayne & Glendoris Urban 
 Lawrence & Dorothy  Wiederhoeft 

 Verona Wilde 

 Delores Wolle 

 Merlin & Lorraine Zarn 

ESTHER BOECK 

 Orval & Luetta Boeck 

AGNES BREITBARTH 

 Gladys Belgard 

 Bonnie Grefe 

 LuVerne Stade 

RUTH BREITBARTH 

 Larry & Elaine Brummond 

MARVIN CARNEY 

 Luverna Hartmann 

LINDA CHRISTENSEN 

 Rudy & Esther Bicknase 

 Oren & Rae Flohrs 

 Marvin & Janice Goebel 

 John & Emily Johnson 

SHIRLEY CIMINO 

 Robert & Pat Kosbab 

LYLE COLEMAN 

 Bernard Dannhoff 

 Lois Heckman 

 Laura Kueker 

JOHN "RICHARD" COVEY 

 Douglas & Debra Zarn 

LAWRENCE DANKS 

 Brian & Cindi Riewe 

VIOLA DARMER 

 Ruth Voelker 

NORMAN DOROW 

 Erv & Gloria Barchenger 

 Lois Breitbarth 

 Larry & Elaine Brummond 

 Verona Tonn 

 Lyle & Bonnie Ann Wolle 

 Gilbert & Edith Zinke 

MICHELLE DUNCAN 

 Robert & Norma Brolsma 

TUSSY DURKOP 

 Virginia Drevlow 

BILL EICHNER 

 Mark & Lil Gronewold 

AINSLEY EYTCHESON 

 Daryl & Carol Bartz 

 Duane & Myrna Behrens 

 Richard & Loretta Behrens 

 Keith & Mary Jo Hartmann 

 Robert & Pat Kosbab 

 Martin & Virginia Krause 

 Brent & Jennifer Oberdieck 

 Lorraine Ottomoeller 

 Marvin & Lola Talledge 

 Weldon & LaVonne Ziemann 

MARVIN GELLERT 

 James & Dolores Baarts 

 Rudy & Esther Bicknase 

 Joan Closs 

 Marvin & Janice Goebel 

 Ann Hartmann 

 John & Emily Johnson 

 Kenneth & Joyce Kabe 

 Gerald & Mary Milow 

 Arno & Karen Norman 

 Dennis & Eunice Ziemann 

 

 

 

 

Memorials Share God’s Love & Promises 

It is with sincere appreciation that we recognize these gifts & memorials 
given to MLHS from July 1, 2010 to Sept 30, 2010. These gifts of love are 
instrumental in the success of our educational ministry to teenagers. 
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ELAINE GLIENKE 

 Bernard Dannhoff 

 Olivia Kopischke 

 Edgar & Myrna Mumme 

 Elroy & Betty  Mumme 

 Lowell & Ardis Sieg 

 Wilbert & Kay Sieg 

 Rosaleen Zenk 

ROBERT GRAF 

 Greg & Deb Schulz 

ELMER GRAPLAR 

 Gerald & June Anders 

 Anonymous 

 Dona Decker 

 Greg & Nancy Gellert 

 Reinold & Barb Hagen 

 Anita Hartmann 

 Elvera Hartmann 

 Keith & Mary Jo Hartmann 

 Tom & Heidi Koeritz 

 Marvin & Agnes Kosbab 

 Robert & Pat Kosbab 

 Martin & Virginia Krause 

 Paul & Cindi Tomlinson 

ALBERT GRAY 

 Stephan Salzman 

JOYCE GREISCHAR 

 Kurt & Lori Schlomann 

SIGRID HALVERSON 

 Arno & Karen Norman 

DEAN HEGEHOLZ 

 Anonymous 

EDWARD HELFERICH 

 Charles & Jean Stradtman 

WILLIAM HENDERSON 

 Irene Schwieger 

MELVA HENRY 

 Rodney G Malo 

LEONARD HOWELL 

 James & Dolores Baarts 

 Marvin & Verdane Erdman 

 Mick & Marge Thiesse 

WAYNE HUBER 

 Dolores Kuehl 

BETTY HUEMOELLER 

 Gladys Belgard 

 Fern Luhmann 

OBERT JACOBSEN 

 Mary Arndt 

ALICE JANDL 

 Verona Tonn 

LEONARD JENSEN 

 Lois Heckman 

MAYNARD JENTZ 

 Lowell & Lynette Behrens 

 Don & Barb Fellersen 

 Robert & Pat Hall 

 Keith & Mary Jo Hartmann 

 Phillip & Pam Hartmann 

 Hawkins Chevrolet Cadillac 

 Martin & Virginia Krause 

 Melvin Logemann 

 Melvin & Carol Schultze 

 Doyle & Carol Schwieger 

 Irene Schwieger 

 Erna Seifert 

 Beverly Stewardson 

 Don & Lois Swenson 

 Calvin & Eunice Vaudt 

 Lyle & Bonnie Ann Wolle 

HAZEL KAHLER 

 Anonymous 

 Arnold & Donna Bentz 

 Leilani Boosinger 

 Robert & Norma Brolsma 

 Reinold & Barb Hagen 

 Scott & Dawn Halverson 

 Lois Heckman 

 Robert & Pat Kosbab 

 Stephan Salzman 

BLANCHE KAMPERT 

 Jim & Janet Smith 

WALTER KASTEN 

 Tom & Heidi Koeritz 

 LuVerne Stade 

 Verona Tonn 

 Delores Wolle 

 Lyle & Bonnie Ann Wolle 

MIKE KEHR 

 Bernard Dannhoff 

LELAND KIETZER 

 Larry & Ardis Osborn 

 Brian & Cindi Riewe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOIS KIETZER 

 Gary & Rosie Altenburg 

 Anonymous 

 Mary Arndt 

 H Calvin & Susan Baarts 

 Gladys Belgard 

 Delbert & Darlene Black 

 Harland & Marsha Boesch 

 Brad Borkenhagen 

 Randy & Sarah Breitbarth 

 Larry & Elaine Brummond 

 Judith Payne & Dennis Doerr 

 Daniel & Katherine Gifford 

 Barbara Glynn 

 Carl & Elaine Grannis 

 Arlys Halverson 

 Scott & Dawn Halverson 

 Bill and Judy Hinrichs 

 Dolly Mae Kassube 

 Tom & Heidi Koeritz 

 Mildred Lang 

 Randy & Debra Morrison 

 Elroy & Betty  Mumme 

 Robert & Sara Nehring 

 Joel & Cheryl Oberdieck 

 Richard & Linda Oelfke 

 Rebecca Oerman 

 Cordelia Pahl 

 Leonard & Barb Reinke 

 Ronald & Mary Reinke 

 Brian & Cindi Riewe 

 Ray & Elaine Ritz 

 Rev Nathan & Lori Rusert 

 Greg & Deb Schulz 

 Richard & Gerry Schulz 

 Scott & Pam Shouts 

 Stanley & Marjorie Sternitzke 

 Bridget & Marty Thiel 

 Paul & Cindi Tomlinson 

 Lorraine Tonn 

 Verona Tonn 

 Mervin Urban 

 Bruce & Jeannie Ward 

 Rodney & Barbara Wiederhoeft 

 Gladys Wilde 

 Verona Wilde 

 Douglas & Debra Zarn 

 Merlin & Lorraine Zarn 

 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled…” 
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DELORES KNUTH 

 Ardis Brolsma 

SHARON KONRAD 

 Charles & Mary Williams 

JANELLE KROON 

 Melvin Logemann 

MARK KRUMHOLZ 

 Gladys Belgard 

 Tom & Heidi Koeritz 

MCKENZIE KUEHL 

 Leona Kuehl 

AMY LANGFORD 

 Charles & Mary Williams 

STEVE LINDELL 

 Jerome & Janice Becker 

 Larry & Linda Becker 

 Gladys Belgard 

 Neal & Deb Belgard 

 Bernard Dannhoff 

 Chad & Lisa Duffy 

 Marvin & Verdane Erdman 

 Elroy & Rhonda Geistfeld 

 Troy & Yolanda Geistfeld 

 Bonnie Grefe 

 Keith & Mary Jo Hartmann 

 Lois Heckman 

 Laura Kueker 

 Merlin & Wanda Leiding 

 Gerald & Mary Milow 

 Dr Daniel Mumme 

 Edgar & Myrna Mumme 

 Elroy & Betty  Mumme 

 Kelsey & Jesse Murphy 

 Rebecca Oerman 

 Dorie Schwieger 

 Lowell & Ardis Sieg 

 Wilbert & Kay Sieg 

 Charles & Jean Stradtman 

 Roland & Luella Stradtman 

 Paul & Cindi Tomlinson 

 Wayne & Glendoris Urban 

 Delores Wolle 

 Rosaleen Zenk 

 Gilbert & Edith Zinke 

MIKE LINDSAY 

 Larry & Ardis Osborn 

 

 

BETTY JUNE LYON 

 Florine Brolsma 

 Robert & Norma Brolsma 

 Lois Heckman 

DICK MAHAR 

 Arno & Karen Norman 

RICHARD MALO 

 Arno & Karen Norman 

 Dennis & Eunice Ziemann 

ROBERT MENSCH 

 Joan Closs 

 Ann Hartmann 

MARGARET MILBRATH 

 Pat Milbrath 

JAMES NELSON 

 Charles & Mary Williams 

JAMES NIBBE 

 Darlene Black 

 Verona Tonn 

VIRGINIA PAHL 

 Lois Kietzer 

 Myron & Cathy Kietzer 

 Olivia Kopischke 

 Verona Tonn 

MICHAEL PETERSEN 

 Jim & Terri Stough 

KATHRYN PETERSON 

 Marlen & June Bents 

 Oren & Rae Flohrs 

 Ed & Nancy Ritter 

JOEL POTTER 

 Olivia Kopischke 

DEAN PUTRAH 

 Bruce Kietzer 

 Lois Kietzer 

 Myron & Cathy Kietzer 

MELVIN RAVE 

 Russ & Joan Luedtke 

DR RALPH RIEKE 

 Anonymous 

 Darla Mae Grefe 

 Keith & Mary Jo Hartmann 

 Martin & Virginia Krause 

TERESA ROBERTS 

 Delbert & Darlene Black 

KATHRYN ROPER 

 James & Dolores Baarts 

AL SANDBERG 

 Weldon & LaVonne Ziemann 

JAMES SCHERER 

 Delbert & Darlene Black 

 Randy & Debra Morrison 

 Lorraine Tonn 

VERLAINE SCHOCK 

 Ronald & Marian Bahr 

 Marvin & Verdane Erdman 

 Keith & Mary Jo Hartmann 

 Tom & Heidi Koeritz 

 Marvin & Agnes Kosbab 

 Robert & Pat Kosbab 

 Paul & Cindi Tomlinson 

CHARLENE SCHUCH 

 Myron & Cathy Kietzer 

ELSIE SCHULTZ 

 Larry & Elaine Brummond 

 Larry & Ardis Osborn 

ROGER SCHWAGER 

 Reinold & Barb Hagen 

CAROL SCHWIEGER 

 Doyle & Carol Schwieger 

 Irene Schwieger 

GORDON SCHWIEGER 

 Norma Grefe 

 Bruce & Deloris Kastning 

 Irene Schwieger 

 Don & Lois Swenson 

 Lorraine Vogt 

 Weldon & LaVonne Ziemann 

VAL SETTERHLOM 

 Lois Heckman 

CARMEN SKEWES 

 Robert & Norma Brolsma 

ELDA SORUM 

 Leonard Johnson 

 Robert & Pat Kosbab 

STANLEY SPANGENBERG 

 Weldon & LaVonne Ziemann 

 

“For I go to prepare a place for you…” 
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GLADYS SPEE 

 Una Anderson 

 Anonymous 

 James & Dolores Baarts 

 Richard & Loretta Behrens 

 Gerald & Pauline Bergt 

 Merle & Beverly Brinkman 

 Virginia Drevlow 

 Ruth Klute 

 Martin & Virginia Krause 

 Erma Saggau 

 Lorraine Thomas 

 Calvin & Eunice Vaudt 

 Ruth Voelker 

 Dennis & Eunice Ziemann 

NICHOLAS STADLER 

 Martin & Virginia Krause 

GRACE STEWART 

 Gladys Belgard 

 Verona Tonn 

BONNIE SUKALSKI 

 Arno & Karen Norman 

PHYLLIS THEOBALD 

 Verona Tonn 

BARBARA JOY TOMLINSON 

 Mary L Petrisko 

RICHARD TOMLINSON 

 Mary L Petrisko 

GERHARDT TONN 

 Lorraine Tonn 

 Verona Tonn 

DON TORRESON 

 Gilbert & Edith Zinke 

DARRELL URBAN 

 Bonnie Grefe 

JOANNE WEIHE 

 Myron & Cathy Kietzer 

 Arno & Karen Norman 

CLARENCE WEISKE 

 LuVerne Stade 

FLORENCE WELS 

 Brad Borkenhagen 

 Robert & Pat Kosbab 

RUSSELL WENDORFF 

 Martin & Virginia Krause 

JEROLD WESTPHAL 

 Lyle & Ruth Bremer 

RICHARD WILLETTE 

 Verona Tonn 

 

RELIGION DEPARTMENT 
IN MEMORY OF: 
 Erich Knaak  
 Rev Brian Thorson 
In-kind donation of 20 copies of 
"Law and Gospel" for Religion III 

 

MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

IN MEMORY OF: 

EDWARD MILBRATH 

 Pat Milbrath 

 
RESTRICTED GIFTS: 
 BUILDING FUND  
 FLOORING 
Daryl & Carol Bartz  
Duane & Myrna Behrens  
Larry & Annette Bremer  
Rollo & Gen Kosbab  
Ronald & Mary Reinke  
Greg & Deb Schulz 
  
 CLASSROOM AMPLIFIERS 
Alliant Energy Foundation 
Northrop American Legion  
   Auxiliary  
Schwieger-Kahler American  
 Legion Post #522 
 
ESTATE GIFTS 
STUDENT TUITION AID 
 LCMS Foundation for 
 Allen Scholarship Endowment 

 

GUARDIAN ANGEL  

STUDENT TUITION AID FUND 

Anonymous 

Lutheran Retirement Home of 
 Southern MN, Inc 

Robert & Pat Hall  

LWML MN South 

 

YEARBOOK PAGE  
 SPONSORSHIPS 
B C Enterprises  
Concordia Univeristy, Seward 
Fairmont Photo Press  
HyVee Grocery 
Sarge’s Service/Truman Flowers 
 & Gifts 
Silker Photographic 
Sovell Jewelry 
 
 

25/25/25    MEMBERS 
Mary Arndt 
Todd & Glenda Arndt 
Lynn & Julie Becker „91 Alumni 
Gerald & Pauline Bergt 
Ed & Marilyn Bertram 
Randy & Sarah Breitbarth 
Lori Chirpich 
Bernard Dannhoff 
Rev. Wade Daul 
Albert & Drusilla Egeness 
Robin & Gary Ekstrom 
Perlon & Ruth Engelby 
Rhonda Fischer „00 Alumni 
Dan & Lois Gahler 
Dave & Karen Garrison 
Charles & Kay Groth 
Reinold & Barb Hagen 
Scott & Dawn Halverson 
Laverna Hartmann 
Lois Heckman 
Ed & Ruth Hinrichs 
Ben & Karen Hoppe 
Kenneth & Cindy Klug 
Ruth Klute 
Martin & Virginia Krause 
Jeff & Kathy Krumweide 
Paul & Sharon Leimer 
Charles & Elaine Lieder 
Melvin Logemann 
Jeffrey & Sherri Markquart 
Leo & Pauline Mau 
Kirk & Marie Morris 
Elroy & Betty Mumme 
Dean & Janet Neumann 
Brady Oberdieck „10 Alumni 
Rebecca Oerman 
Robert & Sharon Patrick 
Doug & Rachelle Payne 
Debra D. Rabbe 
Leonard & Barb Reinke 
Ron & Mary Reinke 
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Ritter 
Erma Saggau 
Kurt & Lori Schlomann 
Richard & Kathy Schultz 
Dorie Schwieger 
Donald & Lois Swenson 
Mick & Marge Thiesse 
Roger & Barbara Tonn**** 
Lorraine Vogt 
Ervin & Thelma Wassman 
Jeremiah Wiederhoeft „05 Alumni 
Lawrence & Dorothy  Wiederhoeft 

*indicates multiple accounts 

Sustaining and Strengthening God’s Ministry at MLHS 
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Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down,  
shaken together and running over will be poured into your lap. 

INKIND DONATIONS: 
Lud-Key 
 
FAITH FOR THE FUTURE 
 ANNUAL FUND MEMBERS 
Harold & Marion Berkeland 
Dorothy Bolte 
Janice Borcherdt 
Lyle & Ruth Bremer 
Virginia Drevlow 
Richard & Kathy Eyerly 
Bob & Odette Fast 
Charles & Kay Groth 
Robert & Pat Hall 
Phillip & Pam Hartmann 
Hugh & Irene Heinrich 
Paul & Sharon Leimer 
Leona Kuehl 
Duane & Lisa Rosburg 
Michael & Margery Thiesse 
 
ESTATE GIFTS  
UNRESTRICTED 
 LCMS Foundation for 
 Harold and Anne Loeslin  
 Endowment Fund 
 
 

OUTRIGHT  GIFTS: 
UNRESTRICTED 
Anonymous 
Virginia Drevlow 
Ernst & Betty Gahler 
Elroy & Rhonda Geistfeld 
Robert & Pat Hall 
Immanuel Lutheran Church,  
  Fairmont 
Immanuel Lutheran Ladies Aid, 
  Galena 
Harold & Madeline Jahnz 
Leonard Johnson 
St John’s Lutheran Church,  
  Sherburn 
St Paul Lutheran Charity Club, 
  Fairmont 
St Paul’s Lutheran Ladies Aid, 
  Wilbert 
Target  $270.29 
 “Take Charge of Education” 
Vern & Mary Swanson 
Vernon & Carlean Tietje 
 
MUSIC DEPARTMENT “PLAY IT 
AGAIN” GOLF BENEFIT HOLE 

SPONSORSHIP 

GKN Armstrong Wheels, Inc. 

THANK YOU TO THE  
FOLLOWING PEOPLE WHO 
NAMED MLHS AS THE  
RECIPIENT OF THEIR 
THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS 
 Kevin Behrens 
 Ervin Barchenger  
 Darlene Black 
 Virginia Drevlow 
 Robin Ekstrom 
 Gregory Gellert 
 Paul Groskreutz 
 Barbara Hagen  
 Reinold Hagen 
 John Hilgendorf 
 Gerald Huse 
 Ruth Klute 
 Janice Knaak 
 Ervin Kurth 
 Charlotte Miller 
 Barbara Reinke 
 Cindi Riewe 
 Lawrence Schultze 
 Lola Schultze 
 Donald Selvig 
 Dorothy Wiederhoeft 
 Delores Wolle 
 Ralph Zimanksi 

Many companies have gener-
ous Gift Matching Programs 
for Employees or Retirees. 
Unfortunately, many people 
are not aware that these pro-
grams exist.  
 You can help double (or in 
some cases, triple) your gifts 
to Martin Luther High School 
or other charitable organiza-
tions. Some companies even 
donate based on volunteer 
service hours. (3M donates 
$250 to MLHS in honor of Re-
tiree Volunteer Hours.)  
 Please check with your 
employer to see what kind of 
corporate giving program they 
may have that could help 
MLHS.  

 In 2010 MLHS received $16,000 in 
corporate gift or volunteer matches! 
This funding was a tremendous bless-
ing to us! 
 The following is a partial list of 
companies with giving policies: 3M  
Alliant Energy  
 https://www.alliantenergy.com/Community/
 CharitableFoundation/WhatWeDo/014757 

Cargill 
Cocoa Cola 
First Bank 
General Motors 
General Mills 
Kraft Foods  
 http://forms.matchinggifts.comKraftForm& 
 guidelines.pdf 
Hormel Foods 
Land O Lakes up to $1,000 
Medtronic donates up to $500 for vol-

unteer hours and matches up to 
$500 in donations. 
 www.medtronic.com/2010CitizenshipR
 eport/total-employee/volunteerism.html 
Pepsi 
Pioneer 
Toro 
Toyota 
US Bank 
Walmart 
 A more complete list is avail-
able @ www.martinlutherhs.com 
on the “Give While You Shop” 
page. *If your company is not on 
the list and has such a program, 
or if you find an error, e-mail us 
at postmaster@martinlutherhs.com. 

Thank you! 

Does Your Employer Have a Gift Matching Program? 
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gifts and memorials which supply 
the funding for the day-to-day op-
erations of the MLHS Ministry.  

 The Endowment Fund will be 
managed by the Endowment Com-
mittee with Board of Directors acting 
as overseers. Annual reports will be 
given to the Delegate Assembly. 
Income interest will be dispersed 
annually to the funds to which they 
apply.  

 Donors are encouraged to in-
clude MLHS in their planned giving.  
Gifts in the form of Cash, Stocks 
and Bonds (Securities), Life Insur-
ance and Annuities, Retirement 
Plans, Items of Property, Real Es-
tate or Bequests from Trusts and 
Wills will be accepted.  

 All undesignated gifts and be-
quests shall go into the Unrestricted 
Fund.  Fund uses include mission 
and ministry projects and programs 
approved by the Endowment Com-
mittee.   

 Restricted fund categories 
within the Endowment Fund are: 
1. Religion 
2. Student Tuition Aid 
3. Building Maintenance &  
 Improvement 
4. Curriculum 
5. Technology 
6. Athletics 
7. Fine Arts 
8. Faculty Enrichment 
9. Marketing Martin Luther High 
 School 
 Donors may give to a “Named 
Fund” which is part of a restricted 

fund category that carries the name 
designated by the donor. The Named 
Fund category requires a minimum con-
tribution of $25,000. 
 The Donor Restricted Funds cate-
gory shall require a $25,000 minimum 
contribution.  The donor defines how 
the gift is to be used, how interest/
earnings and principal are to be distrib-
uted and over what time period the dis-
tributions are to take place. 
 Acceptance of requests by donors 
to make a contribution to a new unlisted 
category shall require an affirmative 
vote of two-thirds of the members of the 
Endowment Fund Committee and ap-
proval by the Board of Directors and 
shall be in an amount not less than 
$1,000. 
 The goal of the Endowment Fund 
is to reach $2 million by the year 
2020.  
 The MLHS Endowment Fund is: 

 An integral part of MLHS ministry 

beyond the annual operating budget.   

 A place for those who believe in Lu-

theran education to give large 
planned gifts and bequests. 

 A tool to assure that Lutheran sec-

ondary education will be here in our 
community for the benefit of future 
generations. 

 A legacy opportunity which supports 

the Lord’s ministry at MLHS  beyond 
your lifetime.  

 A public opportunity to leave a  final 

expression of your faith.  

 God has richly blessed His people. 
We live in affluent society that enjoys an 
incredible amount of prosperity. Prov. 
3:9-10 says, “Honor the Lord with your 
wealth, with the first fruits of your crops; 
overflowing, and your vats will brim over 
with new wine.” 
 If Lutherans do not provide for the 
future of God’s Ministries, who will? 
God has provided us with opportunities 
to plan our gifts that will be a blessing to 
our families and His ministries. It is up 
to us to use all He has given us to His 
glory.  

Having a completed Gift Plan gives you peace of 
mind knowing that your wishes for the gifts God 
has entrusted to you are fulfilled.  You will be able 
to provide for your family and the ministries that 
you care about. Marge Thiesse is a Certified Chris-
tian Development Executive Gift Planning Associ-
ate with the LCMS Foundation. She is available to 
help all area Lutherans plan their gifts and direct 

them to the ministries of their choice. To learn how you can 
give a planned gift contact Marge Thiesse at 436-5249,  
margethiesse@martinlutherhs.com 

 After several months of 
research and review the En-
dowment Committee pre-
sented the MLHS Endowment 
Fund Policy Manual and By-
laws to the Board of Directors 
who approved  the docu-
ments on January 26th,  
2010. Endowment Committee 
members were: Chuck Groth, 
Bruce Geistfeld, Larry 
Bremer, Dan Gahler, Principal 
Robert Patrick and Marge 
Thiesse, Director of Develop-
ment. In June of 2010 funds 
from various accounts were 
consolidated into the MLHS 
Endowment Fund. Currently 
there is $60,143 invested with 
the LCMS Foundation.  

 The purpose of the En-
dowment Fund is to provide a 
place for people to place their 
large estate and planned 
gifts. These gifts will perpetu-
ally benefit the MLHS Minis-
try. They will be handled with 
confidentiality and used to 
further God’s kingdom.  

 Donors are encouraged 
to continue giving their annual 



Phone: 507-436-5249 
Fax: 507-436-5240 

 
A choice  

worth making... 

Luther  High  School 

Martin 

315 Martin Luther Drive   PO Box 228       
Northrop, MN  56075 

Find us on the web @   
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Full Member Churches: 
 Immanuel Lutheran Church,  
   Estherville 
 Immanuel Lutheran, Fairmont 
 St. James Lutheran, Northrop 
 St. John’s Lutheran, Rapidan 
 St. John’s Lutheran, South Branch 
 St. John’s Lutheran, Willow Creek 
 St. Paul’s Lutheran, Fairmont 
 St. Paul’s Lutheran, Truman 
 St. Paul’s Lutheran, Wilbert 
 Trinity Lutheran, Fieldon 
 Zion Lutheran, Fraser 
Associate Member Churches: 
 Immanuel Lutheran, Galena 
 Our Saviors Lutheran, Winnebago
  Salem Lutheran, Madelia 
 St. John’s Lutheran, Antrim 
 St. John’s Lutheran,  
   Good Thunder 
 Trinity Lutheran, Lake Crystal 
 Trinity Lutheran, Trimont 
 Zion Lutheran, Lewisville  
All member congregations are commit-
ted to providing spiritual support. Con-
gregations are represented by dele-
gates which comprise the governing 
body. All members are to encourage 
student enrollment and promote MLHS 
as an extension of their congregational 
ministry. Full Member support is 6% of 
annual budget in monthly payments 
from the congregational treasury.  

God’s richest blessings to: 

Special Events at  MLHS in 2010-2011 
October 21-23 Fall Rummage Sale  (No School) 
October 25  Grandparents Day Dinner 
   NHS Induction Ceremony 
November 8  Red Cross Blood Drive Noon-6 p.m. 
November 13 “Joyful Thanks” Fall Benefit Dinner 
  Entertainment: Katie Stam, 2009 Miss America 
November 15 PTL Meeting 
November 19-20 Drama Production @ Opera House 
December 5  Martin Luther High School Sunday 
December 18 Christmas Concert @ Opera House 
 
2011 
January 8  “Generation to Generation” Antique Auction 
January 27  PTL Meeting 
February 1  8th Grade Shadow Day w/St Paul’s, Truman 
February 25  5th & 6th Grade Visitation Day 
March 13  Celebrating Lutheran Schools Dinner  
    and Delegate Meeting 
March 19  Lutheran Schools Fine Arts Festival 
March 28  8th Grade Shadow Day w/St Paul, Fairmont 
March 29  Special Speaker and Open House 
April 7-9  Spring Rummage Sale (No School) 
April 11  Lutheran Schools Band Concert 
April 16  “Oh! What a Knight!” Dinner Auction 


